


THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES
LIBERTY POLE — Sun. Worship 9:00 AM — S6759 Hwy, 27 — (608) 675-3630
VIROQUA — Sun. Worship 10:30 AM — 221 S, Center Ave. — (608) 637-3551

November 30, 2008 First Sundayv of Advent
“Please stand if you are able

CAROL 5ING

WELCOMING WORDS (please sign the attendance sheets)

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP - VIR.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) Canticle of Zechariah

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has come to set the chosen people free.

The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Savior from the house of David.

Through the holy prophets, God promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all whao hate us;

to show mercy to our forebears and to remember the holy covenant.

*OPENING PRAYER (unison) "Advent" Hymmnal No. 201
*CHRISTMAS CAROL "0 Come, O Come. Emmanuel” No. 211
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) the Nicene Creed Hymnal No. 880

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER (unison) Hymnal No. 895
CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE - VIR.

CHILDREN'S MOMENT

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-11 (insert)
SPECIAL MUSIC - L.P.

CHOIR ANTHEM - VIR. "Will We Know Him?" Price & Besig



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  LP: Amy Hardy family
Vir.: Mulvaney-Kemp family

ADVENT CAROL "Of the Father's Love Begotten" (verses 1 and 2) No. 184
NEW TESTAMENT READINGS Mark 1:1-8 and II Peter 3.:8-18 {insert)
*CHRISTMAS CAROL "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming" No. 216
SERMON "Messages of Preparation” Pastor Ethan
OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ve heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

*CHRISTMAS CAROL "What Child Is This" No. 219
*BENEDICTION
*THREEFOLD AMEN Hymnal No. 898
*POSTLUDE
LIBERTY POLE VIROOQUA
USHERS . . . ciuviawia youlths caaaaan .« .. Sandy Jacobson & Ethel Moore
ACOLYTES......... volunteer........ e R volunteer
LITURGISTS . ..... Sandra Marohl, .. .ociaiiaiin e Joanne Hornby
GREETERS . ... ... ... .. . i, Sandy Jacobson & Ethel Moore
Last Sunday's attendance: 64 38
Last Sunday's offering: 3743 $1363.43

Pastor Ethan Larson
Organists: Joyce Funk (Liberty Pole), Kathy Hanson & Barb Casper (Virogua)
Choir Director (Viroqua): Lynn Whitney
church office phone; 637-3551
website: www.viroguaumec.org
e-mail: info@viroquaume.org
pastor{@viroquaumec.org



THE WYRQ RADIO BROADCAST today is sponsored by Janet Schipper in memory of
her son Joe, whose birthday was December 4.

THE LIBERTY POLE BULLETINS today are sponsored by Gary and Janet Thompson
in honor of Grandma and Grandpa Thompsoen and Signe Thompson. who all celebrated
November birthdays.

THE VIROQUA BULLETINS today are sponsored by Ramona Abbey.

CALENDAR
Tues. 7:30 PM  Liberty Pole Administrative Board meeting
Wed. 6 PM choir practice at Viroqua
Thurs. noon Viroqua Finance Committee meeting

Thurs. 1:30 PM  Viroqua Lydia Circle at charch
Thurs. 4:30 PM  prayer service at Virogua

next Sun. Liberty Pole UMW and Esther Circle meecting and potluck
after worship

The Salvation Army is looking for volunteer bell ringers to stail their Christmas Kettles
this season. If you would like to donate a few hours to assist in this worthwhile charity
event, please call Linda Gilardi at 637-2216.

The Mitten Tree is now up and ready to be decorated with mittens, gloves, hats, scarves,
socks, etc., for needy children in our area. New toys are also welcome. The tree will stay
up until December 7.

The Vernon Co. Historical Society is hosting its annual "Candy Cane Christmas Tour of
Homes" on Sunday, December 7, from 1 to 3PM. Tickets are $6 and can be purchased at
the museum that day. Refreshments will also be served at the museum.

January once again finds Pastor Laverne Larson teaching pastors in Uganda. This year
our District Superintendent, Rev. Sam Royappa, will be joining her. The pastors' school in
Uganda is a mission of the W1 Anmual Conference and is sponsored by our local Circuit50.
If you would like to support this mission, mark vour checks or envelopes "Uganda 7945"
and put them in the offering plate, or pick up an order form for souvenir shopping.
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Isaiah 40:1-11

" Comiort, comfart my people,
says your God.
? Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and praclalm to her
that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid far,
that she has received from the LORD'S hand
double for all her sins.
* A voice of one calling:
“In the desert prepare
the way for the LORD;
make straight in the wildemess
a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
Ehe rugged places a plain,

And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all mankind together will see it
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

A vaice says, “Cry out.”
And | said, “What shall | cry?"
"&ll men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.

The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
% The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever."

? You who bring good tidings to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not ba afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
"Here is your God!"

? See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,
and his arm rules for him.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.
" He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.




Mark 1:1-8
! The beginnlng of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

? Itis written in Isaiah the prophet;

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
whn will prepare your way"™—

“avoice of one calling in the desert,

‘Prepare the way for the Lc:rd
make straight paths for him.’

* And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a
baptrsm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

® The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went
out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River,
® John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his
walst and he ate logusts and wild haney.

" And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than
I the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

? | baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

|| Peter 3:8-18
* But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.

® The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance,

% But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be desiroyed by fire, and the
Earth and everything in it will be laid bare,

' Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives
Zas you lock forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements
wi!l melt in the heat.

" But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, the home of rightecusness.

® So then, dear friends, since you are locking forward to this, make
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

% Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our
daar brather Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.

"® He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these
matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand,
which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other
Scnptures to their own destruction.

" Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard
so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall
from your secure position.

"® But graw in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen,






