





SPECIAL MUSIC - L.P.

CHOIR ANTHEM - VIR. "Carol for Advent" Price & Besig
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 1:6-9 & 16-27 pew Bible pg, 1279
*CHRISTMAS CAROL "O Come, All Ye Faithful" No, 234
SERMON "Messengers From God" Pastor Ethan
OFFERING

*DOX0OLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

COMMUNION (see insert)
*CHRISTMAS CAROL "In the Bleak Midwinter" No. 221
*BENEDICTION
*THREEFOLD AMEN Hymnal No. 898
*POSTLUDE

LIBERTY POLE VIROOQUA
USHERS . .. .ouvs Eldon & Judy Gardner. . ... Joanne Hornby & Almina Hirschfield
ACOLYTES......... volunteer .. ... volunteer
LITURGISTS . ..... oyady Hvbbard .o cnvnen s Cavan Fang
GREETERS . n o i s adizeming Joanne Homby & Almina Hirschfield
Last Sunday's attendance: 48 73
Last Sunday's offering: $741.25 $1493.50

Pastor Ethan Larson
Organists: Joyce Funk (Liberty Pole), Kathy Hanson & Barb Casper (Virogua)
Choir Director (Virogqua): Lynn Whitney
church office phone: 637-3551
website: www.viroguaume.org
e-mail: info@virogquaume.org
pastor{@viroquaume.org



THE WVRQ RADIO BROADCAST today is sponsored by the Hornby family in
memory of Helen Homby.

THE LIBERTY POLE BULLETINS today are sponsored by Sandy and Bill Marohl in
honor of all veterans and all service women and men.

THE VIROQUA BULLETINS today are sponsored by the Forest and Irene O'Connor
family.

CALENDAR
today 7PM Caroling of the Choirs at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Tues. 7:30 PM  Viroqua Trustees Committee meeting
Wed. 10:30AM Viroqua UMW Exccutive Committee meeting
Wed. noon Virogqua UMW potluck
Wed. 1PM Virogua UMW General meeting — Christmas program
Wed. 6 PM choir practice at Viroqua
Thurs. 4:30 PM prayer service at Viroqua
Sat. 9 AM Viroqua Church sanctuary clean-up
next Sun. 10 AM  bake sale at the Viroqua Church, sponsored by the Missions
Committee

The Viroqua Missions Committee will be hosting a bake sale next Sunday, December 14,
before and after worship. All church bakers are invited to bring in baked goods by 10AM
that dayv. The money we raise will be used to support our missionary, Paul Webster, and to
replenish our Good Samaritan Fund.

The 2nd Annual Community Caroling will be held on Monday, December 15, at 7PM at
the Viroqua Church. Everyone is invited to come and sing Christmas carols that evening.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.

January once again finds Pastor Laverne Larson teaching pastors in Uganda. This year
our District Superintendent, Rev, Sam Rovappa, will be joining her. The pastors' school in
Uganda is a mission of the W1 Annual Conference and is sponsored by our local Circuit30.
If you would like to support this mission, mark vour checks or envelopes "Uganda 794 5"
and put them in the offering plate, or pick up an order form for souvenir shopping.

Frowen fl'r Muawe Mesdseel Standaid Weisoni il s Lk Ulopgaighe D00 U jhye Diemaves of Cliptation Giseatens of thee Milmeil Coure Faarches nl CRuist imoily

CO- C-H-ADV2 CDkESbUP:," .1I"i,C -llllllll'lll:l.l & hneha Wiallace Liply B, Wl airas



Isaiah 61:1-11

The spirit of the Lord GobD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and

release to the prisoners; ’to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the

day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; *to provide for
those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LoORD,
to display his glory.

4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many

generations. 5Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall

till your land and dress your vines; °but you shall be called priests of the
LorD, you shall be named ministers of our God; you shall enjoy the

wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. ’Because their
shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, therefore

they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. ®For 1
the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with

them. “Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that
they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.

07 will greatly rejoice in the LOrRD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. "For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring
up before all the nations.

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

From the oremus Bible Browser http://bible.oremus.org v2.2.5 2 March 2008.



John 1:6-9, 16-27

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ’He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. “The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. Y°From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. "’The law indeed was

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. “No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

YThis is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?” “He confessed and

did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” *!And they asked

him, "What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the

prophet?” He answered, “"No.” *’Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let

us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” “’He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

rnr

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,”” as the prophet Isaiah said. ““Now

they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, "Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”

“®John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one

whom you do not know, *’the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

From the oremus Bible Browser http://bible.oremus.org v2.2.5 2 March 2008.



COMMUNION

Pastor: The altar set before us is God's altar - it is God's table.
God invites to share in this meal every person who earnestly
repents of their sin, seeks to live a holy and righteous life, and
desires to live at peace with all people. Now let us confess our
sins to God and each other,

All: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You
with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done Your will, we have broken Your law, we
have rebelled against Your love, we have not loved our
neighbors, and we have failed to hear the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Pastor: You are forgiven.
People: You are forgiven.

Pastor: Almighty God, You gave us Your only Son, Jesus
Christ, to suffer and to die upon the cross for us and for our
salvation as the one perfect sacrifice. Consecrate these
elements of bread and wine, the symbols He gave us for His
body and blood, which were broken and shed for us, that they
may be for us His true food, bringing to us wholeness and
holiness and making us partakers of the divine nature through
Him.



On the night He was betrayed, He took the bread, gave thanks
for it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying, "Take and
eat, for this is my body, broken for you; do this in
remembrance of me." Likewise, after the meal, He took the
cup, gave thanks for it, and gave it to them, saying, "Take and
drink all of this, for it is my blood of the new covenant shed for
you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins; do this, as often
as you drink of it, in remembrance of me." Amen.,

(sharing the elements)

All: O Lord, our heavenly Father, we Your humble servants
desire Your fatherly goodness to mercifully accept this our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; we most humbly ask You
to grant that by the merits and death of Jesus Christ, and
through faith in His blood, we and Your whole church may
obtain forgiveness of our sins and all of the other benefits of
His passion,

Here we offer and present to You, O Lord, ourselves, our souls
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice to
You, humbly asking You that we who are partakers of this holy
communion may be filled with Your grace and heavenly
benediction. And although we are unworthy, because of our
many sins, to offer to You any sacrifice, yet we beg You to
accept this our necessary duty and service, not weighing our
merits but pardoning our offenses.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be given to
You, heavenly Father almighty, world without end, Amen.





