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61

Isaiah 61:1-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and

release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the

day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for
those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD,
to display his glory.

4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many

generations. 5Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall

till your land and dress your vines; 6but you shall be called priests of the
LORD, you shall be named ministers of our God; you shall enjoy the

wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. 7Because their
shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, therefore

they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8For I
the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with

them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that
they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring
up before all the nations.
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John 1:6-9, 16-27

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 16From his

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and

did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the

prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about

yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now

they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”
26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one

whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”
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COMMUMON

Pastor: The altar s€t befbre us is cod's altar - it is cods rable.
God invites to share in tlis meal every tersor wto €amestly
repents oflh€ir sin, seeks to liv€ a holy and rislreous lif€, and
desires to liv€ at peace u'ith all people. Now 1€t us codess our
sins to God and each other

All: Mercili co4 w€ confess that we have not loved You
wtft our whole heaJt. We have failed to bc an obedient ohurch.
We have not don€ Your will, we lav€ broken Yoltr law, we
have reb€[cd asanNt Your love, we have not ]ov€d our
neighbors, and we have tailed to hear tlle cry of th€ needy.
Forgiv€ us, we pray. Free us forjoyful obedience, thcoud
Jesus Christ our Lord. Aren

Pastor: You are forgiven.

Pcople: You are forgiven.

Plstor: Almighiy God, You save us Yol|r only son, Jesus
Christ, to suffer and to die upon lhe cross for us and for our
salvaiion as tle one perf€ct sacrifice. Consecrate ttes€
elements ofb.ead and \4ine, lhe slmbols He gave lls lor His
body and blood, which were broken and shed for us, that $ey
may be for us His t e food, bringn€ io us wholeness and
holiners and naking us parlalers of the divioe nature th.oust
tlim.



On the night He was betaye4 He took the bread, gave thanks
for it, broke it, ud gave it to tne disciples, saying, "Take and
el!|, lor dris is my body, brokeo for you; do fis nl
remcmbr:lnce ofne." Likewise, allerlhemeal, He took the
cnp, gnvc thanks for it, dd gave it to them, saying, "Tak€ aM
drink all ofdns, for it is my blood ofthe new ooveoart shed for
you and for nmy, Ior the forgiveness of sins; do this, as olten
as you drint ofit, in renembranc€ ofme I' Anen.

(sharing fh€ elenenls)

All: O Lord, our heavenly Father, we Yo(lr hunble se'vants
deslre \ our lJrierly goodleis lo nercilulh accep rhL ou
sacrifice ofpraise md tharksgivin& we most hrnbly ask Yotr
to grant thal by the medts Dd dea l ofJesus Christ, ard
dxo{Bl, tarlh In H," blood $c dd Your wfole chJrch mJy
obta forgiveness of orli sins uld a[ oflhe othe. betrefits of

Her€ we offer and present !o You, O Lord. ourselves, our souls
and bodies, to bc a rcasonable, holy, and livins sacrifice to
You, humbly askhs You thai we who are partakers ofthis holy
conrmrnion may be filled with Yo r grace and heav€Dly
bcDcdiction And althorsh we ar€ unworihy, beoause oiou
md) \iG. ro uffer ro YoL d) sacrifice. )cl $e beg You lo
accept this our neccssary duty and sewice, not weighjng ot]J
merils but pddonins ollr offenses.

Throxeh Jesus Christ ol]r Lord, by whom and widr whom, in
the unity oftle Holy Spirit, al1 honor and glory be given to
You. leavenly Fatfier ahliglrb,, \torld withod end, Amen.




