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When is a saint not a 

saint?  Well for the 

churches that set aside 

certain individuals as 

“Saints” when historical 

evidence points to a per-

son not having been who 

some people thought they 

were. 

 

This is the case with Saint 

Valentine.  When you look 

at the historical record you 

see several different stories 

about who people think 

this person was.  All of the 

records point to Valentine 

being a man from Rome 

who lived in the decades 

preceding the legalization 

of Christianity under the 

Emperor Constantine in 

312 AD.  Was he a Chris-

tian?  Was he a pastor/

priest or a layman?  Did 

he help Christian couples 

get married so the young 

men could avoid serving in 

the Roman armies or did 

he arrange for couples 

legal wedding outside the 

pagan establishment? 

 

There are so many con-

flicting stories about this 

individual that his status as 

a saint was very much in 

question.  Yet even with 

his sainthood rescinded his 

day has outlasted the 

Churches denial of official 

status as a saint.  What 

does that mean to Valen-

tine or any of us?  The 

truth is that it does not 

affect us at all.  

 

People will still give, send, 

or email Valentine greet-

ings and more than a few 

tons of chocolate and mil-

lions of roses will be given 

to honor and bless one 

another.  But as Christians 

what can we take from 

this holiday that focuses on 

love and romance?  Well 

we can remind one an-

other of the love we are 

commanded to have for 

one another, both as 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ and as a part of 

God’s creation. 

 

For married couples we 

can use the day to strive 

more fully (perfectly) love 

the one we stood before 

God and other witnesses 

that we would love, honor 

and cherish.  Often times 

some of the best ways to 

show our love is in little 

ways; doing the dishes 

when your spouse is plan-

ning on doing them.  You 

could make their favorite 

meal or dessert for no other 

reason than to show your 

love.  You could mail that 

special someone a card; 

even though it would save 

44 cents to hand deliver it.  

For some of us a big sacri-

fice would be to hand over 

the TV controls for an eve-

ning or a week. 

 

When we do the little things 

they begin to add up to the 

big things over time.  We 

grow in love with the other 

person as we give their 

needs our first thoughts 

rather than our after-

thoughts. 

 

Just as God the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit gave us their 

best when Jesus chose to live 

life as a man in order to 

offer us salvation.  He made 

a way through the dirt and 

sin of the fall for us to gain 

heaven.  This month don’t 

worry about finding the fan-

ciest or the most expensive 

Valentine gift, just give your 

best.  The ones you love will 

be able to see your love no 

matter what it cost as long 

as it comes from the heart. 

Saint Valentine, a Saint or 

Saint Rescinded? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

  

Rev. Ethan Larson 



ing for La Crosse and surrounding 

communities. Along with their 

band, Matt & Sherry will provide 

an evening of uplifting praise & 

worship music. Their prayer is to 

see the body of Christ joining to-

gether to lift up the name of Jesus 

Christ, to seek God’s holy and 

healing presence, and in Him, find 

the power of the transformed life. 

What CityPrayz is not… 

Not a new church or replacement 

for your church 

Not a Bible study or sermon 

Not exclusive to any denomina-

tion, fellowship, or faith tradition 

(or lack thereof) 

Not limited to a particular age, or 

social status 

The Purpose 

CityPrayz is a time of experienc-

ing God together in worship, 

through music and prayer. 

The Vision 

The vision for City Prayz was 

given to local business owners 

Matt & Sherry McPherson. They 

feel called by God to offer a 

monthly praise & worship gather-

In one of the most anticipated 

tours of the year, the “Rock & 

Worship Road Show” will 

launch on January 28th in 

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO. This 

year's lineup includes Mer-

cyMe, Jars Of Clay, Thousand 

Foot Krutch, Matt Maher, The 

Afters & Lecrae.  

 

With a $10 admission price, 

the “Rock & Worship Road 

Show” aims to be an event for 

fans of all ages, especially 

families. In addition to bring-

ing a night of exciting per-

formances, the tour is also 

dedicated to a bigger purpose: 

helping kids with juvenile dia-

betes via “Imagine A Cure,” a 

non profit organization to sup-

port research that will lead to 

a cure and those with medical 

needs around the world 

through Compassion Interna-

tional.  

 

CityPrayz ~ Let It Out! 

The Rock & Worship Roadshow 
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February 5th, 2011 

Doors open at 4:30pm and 

concert starts at 6:00pm.  

Coliseum at Alliant Energy 

Center 

Madison, WI 

therockandworshiproadshow.com  

http://cityprayz.com/ 

Walking On Water                                                                                                                      
One day a Pastor and a Brother took a Visitor fishing on boat. 

Once in the Middle of the lake, the Pastor said" I seem to have forgotten my fishing pole, be 
right back" and to the visitors amazement stepped out of the boat and walked on top of the 
water towards the shore. 
When he had returned, the Brother said 
"I need to use the restroom, be right back"  

Again the visitor watched in amazement. Once the Brother returned, not wanting to be out-
done, the visitor said " I need to use the restroom too"  
As soon as he stepped out of the boat, he sank. 

The Pastor nudged the Brother and said "We should have told him where the rocks were"  

February Laugh Corner 



DUBLIN, January 6 (CDN) — Fol-

lowing the arrest of 11 Christians 

at gunpoint on Tuesday (Jan. 4), 

three house church leaders remain 

behind bars for ―holding a secret 

meeting,‖ according to advocacy 

group Human Rights Watch for Lao 

Religious Freedom (HRWLRF). 

   Lao authorities today released six 

of the house church Christians, in-

cluding two children ages 4 and 8, 

from Khammouan Provincial 

Prison, central Laos. Two other 

men were released yesterday (Jan. 

5). 

   The charge against the three 

church leaders is a political offense 

punishable by law, HRWLRF said. 

It identified the three men only by 

their given names as Pastor Wanna 

from Nakoon village church, 

Chanlai from Tonglar village 

church and Kan from nearby Nahin 

village church, all in Hinboun dis-

trict, Khammouan Province. 

   The other eight Christians ini-

tially arrested were identified as 

Sompon, his wife and two children, 

along with a man identified only as 

Wantorn, all from the capital, Vien-

tiane; Bounma and Kay from Na-

koon village church, and Pastor Si-

pan from Dongthai church in Tak-

kek district, Khammouan Province.  

   Authorities first detained the 11 

Christians at gunpoint on Tuesday 

(Jan. 4) after they gathered at 

Wanna’s home for delayed Christ-

mas celebrations, according to 

HRWLRF. 

   In December, Wanna informed 

authorities that church members 

would gather at his home on 

Wednesday (Jan. 5) to celebrate 

Christmas, in line with official cele-

brations by the government-

approved Lao Evangelical Church 

scheduled between Dec. 5 and Jan. 

15. 

   A truckload of district police offi-

cers with guns cocked and ready to 

shoot burst into Wanna’s house af-

ter dark on Tuesday (Jan. 4) shout-

ing, ―Stop! Nobody move!‖ They then 

forcibly detained the 11 who were 

quietly sharing an evening meal and 

charged them with conducting a 

―secret meeting‖ without approval. 

   Police officers released two of the 

Christians yesterday (Jan. 5) and 

moved the remaining nine to Kham-

mouan Provincial Prison. A further 

six, including Sompon’s wife and 

children, were released today, leav-

ing only three key leaders from 

Khammouan house churches behind 

bars. 

   HRWLRF has called for urgent 

advocacy for the three, on the 

grounds that officials have charged 

them with a political offense that 

may lead to harsh prison terms. 

    Oppression, Re-Education,   

 Imprisonment 

Oppression in Hinboun district, 

Khammouan Province began in ear-

nest after residents of three villages 

professed faith in Christ, according 

to HRWLRF. 

   In 2008 a handful of Christians 

began meeting at Wanna’s house in 

Nakoon village. By 2009 the number 

had grown to 105 people, or 25fami-

lies. During that time, local officials 

repeatedly interrogated Wanna, 

threatening him with arrest and 

imprisonment if he did not renounce 

his faith and cease encouraging oth-

ers to believe in God.  

  Wanna, however, continued to hold 

meetings at his home until officials 

arrested and imprisoned him last 

May. Authorities then rounded up 

the church members and subjected 

them to several days of re-

education, informing them that, ―We 

have fought the Americans for many 

years, and now you are being de-

ceived and caught by their traps.‖  

  The Christians were then forced to 

sign documents renouncing their 

faith. 

  After releasing Wanna in October, 

officials warned him to practice his 

faith in private and hold no further 

meetings at his home. Wanna ig-

nored these warnings, and several 

families joined him for Sunday wor-

ship services. 

   In December, Wanna informed 

village authorities that the church 

would hold Christmas celebrations 

at his home on Jan. 5, in line with 

plans by the official Evangelical 

Church of Laos to hold Christmas 

celebrations between Dec. 5 and 

Jan. 15. 

   Another Christian, Chanlai (also 

known as Yohan), began sharing 

his faith in 2008 with the residents 

of Tonglar village, some five kilome-

ters (nearly three miles) away from 

Nakoon. By 2009, a total of 15 fami-

lies had professed faith and began 

worshiping in Chanlai’s home. Au-

thorities arrested Chanlai along 

with Wanna last May, charging 

Chanlai with influencing residents 

to believe in God and holding wor-

ship meetings in his home. 

   Following Chanlai’s arrest, offi-

cials detained the other 14 families 

for a day of re-education and forced 

them to sign documents renouncing 

their faith. 

   In October, when Chanlai and 

Wanna were released, authorities 

warned Chanlai that he should de-

sist from holding worship meetings 

or ―be killed.‖  

   Another house church was estab-

lished in 2008 in nearby Nahin vil-

lage, around five kilometers (nearly 

three miles) from Nakoon village, 

with 10 families or 58 Christians 

meeting at the home of church 

leader Kan. 

   Nahin village authorities early 

last year subjected the Christians 

to five days of re-education, an-

nouncing that, ―Whoever believes in 

the Christian faith is caught in the 

trap of the enemy!‖ They also de-

clared that worship meetings were 

considered to be ―secret meetings,‖ 

a term with political connotations 

punishable by law.  

   Under great duress, five families 

or a total of 27 Christians in Nahin 

then signed documents renouncing 

their faith; the others refused, but 

they refrained from meeting to-

gether for fear of further punish-

ment until Wanna was released last 

October.  

Lao Officials Arrest 11 
Christians at Gunpoint  
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~World News~ 

http://www.compassdirect.org/ 



 Presentations about heart dis-

ease prevention 

 Screenings 

for risk fac-

tors 

 Interactive 

booths: Q&A 

with a cardi-

ologist,    

cardiac rehab and yoga demos 

 Pampering with skin care and 

chair massages 

 Refreshments 

Do you know your 

risks for heart disease? 

Come and find out.  

Bring your friends! 

Heart disease claims the lives of one 

in four women in the United States; 

killing six times as many women as 

breast cancer.  Let’s change these 

statistics.  This event brings you: 

 Educational booths on cardiol-

ogy, nutrition, weight, selecting 

the correct running shoe and 

more. 

All Ig-Nite activities are free of 

charge. 

Where:  Viroqua United 

  Methodist Church                             

  221 S. Center Ave 

When:   Wednesday,      

  February 23 

Time:  5:30pm– Dinner   

  6:30pm– Wellness 

  Faire 

www.viroquaumc.org/ignite.html 

Join us for the many activities 

offered that evening, including: 

Acupuncture 

Ask The Doctor 

Blood Pressure Screenings 

Body Composition Screenings 

Children's Activities (Planting 

seeds mini-golf) 

Chiropractic 

Diabetes Info 

Diet & Nutrition 

Flexibility Screenings 

Know Your Herbs 

Massage 

Mental Exercises 

Spiritual Health 

Stress Reduction 

Xango Juice 

Healthy Heart: 

Woman to Woman 

Ig-Nite Wellness Faire 

SNOW DAYS!!! 
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“Heart disease claims the 

lives of one in four women in 

the United States…” 

Wednesday, February 23 

In celebration of Heart Health Month, come to a free Open House 

on Thursday, February 10th from 5:30-7:30pm at the Center for 

Women, 4th floor, Gundersen Lutheran-Onalaska Clinic.                 

 gundluth.org/CenterforWomen     (608) 775-1818 

Join us For: Downhill Tubing, Broomball, Cross-Country Skiing, Ice Skating 

A GREAT Event for: Individuals, Families, Scout Troops, 4-H Groups, Youth Groups, School Groups 

WWW.LWBC.ORG/SNOW PART OF LWBC COMMUNITY DAYS 

February 13 & 27    
1:00pm - 5:00pm 

Cost: $3.50               
Max of $20/family 

Living Waters  

Bible Camp 

E8932 Reo Ave.                                                

Westby, WI 54667 
LUNCH & HOT CHOCOLATE INCLUDED 
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Tuesday, February 1st 
7:30pm Admin. Board Meeting (LP) 
 
Wednesday, February 2nd 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
3:30pm VUMW Groundhog Day Chili Sup-
per 
 
Thursday, February 3rd 
1:30pm  Lydia Circle @ (V) 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, February 6th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, February 8th 
1:00pm  Care & Nurture Committee  
6:30pm Trustees Meeting 

   
 
Wednesday, February 9th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
5:30pm LP UMW Executive Meeting  
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, February 10th 
6:00pm Joint Worship Committee @ (V) 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, February 13th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, February 15th 
6:00pm Finance Committee 
7:00pm Ad Council Meeting (V) 
 
Wednesday, February 16th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, February 17th 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, February 20th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
3:00pm Education Meeting (during Fortney 
   Meal preparation) 
 
Monday, February 21st 
1:00pm  Missions Committee Meeting 
7:00pm Men’s Group 
 
Tuesday, February 22nd 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Wednesday, February 23rd 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
5:30pm Ig-Nite Dinner 
6:30pm Ig-Nite Wellness Faire 
 
Thursday, February 24th 
7:00pm Bible Study 

February 2011 Calendar  

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

February 6: Paul & Sonja Bjerkos 

February 13: Linda & Melissa Weilnau 

February 20: Chuck & Kathie Stelzner 

February 27: Bob & Janet Starr 

Greeters 

February 6: Annabel McGarry 

February 13: Jerry Schroeder 

February 20: Dan Casper 

February 27: Shirley Gilman 

Liturgist 

Cavan Fang 

Nursery Attendants 

February 6: Wendy Engh 

February 13: Jennifer Wade 

February 20: Angie Hanson 

February 27: Judy Ball 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

February 6 & 27: Alex & Chase Hornby 

February 13 & 20: Eric & Deb Deaver 

Liturgist 

Bryce Funk 

Rev. Ethan Larson will be on vacation from 
February 14th until February 28th. 
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February Themes 
Groundhogs & Shadows 
Our Teeth 
Valentines & Hearts 
Presidents 
 

Special Days 
9th– Sledding Day 
14th– Exchange Valentines 
24th– SACK LUNCH DAY 

Order forms for the Superbowl Soup 
& Sub Sandwich Sale are available at 
the Daycare. 

Keep saving those Milk- Moola 
bottle tops.  
They help! 

 
Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 

Donations: 
 Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit   

Juice Toys 
Construction Paper Games    

Trash Bags (13gal) 
Paper Towels Paper Plates 

 
Thank you to those who have do-
nated items recently!!! 

 
FOR UP D AT ES PL E ASE C H EC K OUR WE BSIT E,  

W WW. VIROQU AU MC.ORG /D AYC AR E/
IN DEX.H TM L 

February Birthdays 
9th - Zoelyn turns 4 

Notes 
 We are in need of some chil-
dren’s snow boots to keep at the 
Daycare.  Used boots are fine.  
Sizes should fit preschoolers and 
younger. 

 
 SUPERBOWL SOUP & SUB 

SANDWICH SALE.  Get some 
yummy vegetable or chicken 
noodle soup & ham, beef, or 
turkey subs with all the trim-
mings for your Superbowl meal 
on February 6th.  Proceeds will 
go to Sunbeam Daycare.  Parent 
support in this fundraiser will be 
greatly appreciated.   

MEET THE KIDS! 

The Sunbeam Daycare is looking for your help!  Are you handy, resourceful, or are you someone that al-

ways finds a good deal?   

Well we are looking for new ―lockers/cubbies‖ for our little ones.  So if you find something or have some-
thing you would like to donate OR if someone is handy and would like to build a unit for us we would 

greatly appreciate it.  You can even ask one of our teachers about what we are looking for! 

Thank You   
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Please honor them with your 

prayers and greetings. 

February 10th   (96 years)                                     

Ida Robson — now at Vernon 

Manor                           

February 14th    (94 years)                                     

Iva Cade — at her Broadway 

Apartment 

A very Happy Birthday to both of 

you. 

 

Future dates to note and plan for:                                                                          

Ash Wednesday, March 9th– 

Soup Supper prior to service                                  

March 29th– UMW cluster meet-

ing at Bloom City                                         

July 16th & August 6th– Grill 

dates to be held at Nelson Ag. 

Center 

Special offerings joint with our 

church and Sunday school chil-

dren gave us $151.00 for the Good 

Samaritan Fund, and $170.00 to 

be presented to Bethel Lutheran 

Church for some assistance on 

their rebuilding after their fire.  

Thank you everyone.  January was 

a good month. 

                      UMW unit meeting 

February 9th, at 5:30pm at the 

church.  Serving hostesses will be 

Marlene Mellen and Tamie 

Thompson.  Paying hostesses will 

be Sandy & Becky Marohl and 

Kristie Weis. 

Program topic is ―Prayer & Self 

Denial‖ - presented by Stacy Mat-

son.  A special offering at this 

meeting goes to district for Mis-

sions. 

We anticipate our new program 

books to be available at this 

meeting. 

February is the birthdays of two 

of our long time serving ladies.  

Liberty Pole United Methodist Women 

“Thank you Liberty 

Pole for your 

generous donations!” 

Liberty Pole 
Special Music 

To Look           
Forward Too! 

February 

Feb 6: We will be singing hymn 420 

while communion is being served 

Feb 13: Holly Slack 

Feb 20: Amanda G. 

Feb 27: Lynn Whitney 

March 

March 6: We will be singing hymn 

347 while communion is being served 

March 9: (Ash Wed.) Holly Slack  

March 13: Tamie Thompson 

March 20: Chandlor Volden 

March 27: Metz Family Singers 

History Committee 
The History Committee is working 
on making a display of Confirma-
tion pictures.  We are missing 
many pictures.  If you have any 
pictures that we do not have, 
please turn them in to the office.  
We can have copies made so you 

can keep your picture. 

We have the following years 

completed: 

1941 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1947 

1965 

1968 

1969 

1971 

1972 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1981 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2003 

We have pictures for 1942, 
1946, 1967, 1974, 1980 and 
2001 but do not have every-
one identified.  If you can 
help us please contact the 
office or someone on the 

History Committee. 

Thank you 
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting January 18, 2011  

The meeting opened at 7pm by Kathy Han-

son with a reading from Songs of the Soul. 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Greg 

Cheever, Cavan Fang, Veryel Gerdl, Charles 

Stelzner, Janet Welch, David Peterson, and 

Robert Starr. 

UMW: Janet Welch gave the report of ac-

tivities and it is in the Cross and Flame 

Newsletter on page 9. 

Worship Committee: See article below for 

report given by Cavan Fang. 

Finance Committee:  See page 10 for report 

given by Chuck Stelzner. 

Trustees Committee: This report was given 

by Chairman Orvis Primmer.  He advised 

that Jerry Schroeder is Vice Chairman and 

Angie Hanson is the secretary of the Trus-

tees.  Our furnace has been repaired and two 

toilets repaired since the last Ad. Council 

Meeting.  Bids have been let for the repair of 

the choir room walls.  Painting of the sanctu-

ary was discussed pro and con.  If it is to 

happen it should be done at the time of the 

organ repair which is to begin after Lent.  

Orvis has a list of who has the new keys to 

the office. 

Wills, Memorials, and Gifts: Veryel gave 

his report and distributed copies at the meet-

ing.   

Care & Nurture Committee: This report 

was given by David Peterson.  He was com-

mended for the wonderful work he has done 

for the church including the Live Nativity 

and the Fortney Hotel Meals.  The next Fort-

ney Meal will be provided by the Education 

Committee on the 3rd Sunday in February.  

On April 9th, a program sponsored by the 

Viroqua Bluegrass Committee will be held at 

the Viroqua United Methodist Church.  This 

was unanimously approved by the Ad. 

Council .  David also discussed the Shepherd 

Run Christmas Eve held at the Westby 

UMC.  This has been very successful with 

over 700 attending.   

Missions Committee: The meeting was 

canceled.  However, it was reported that 

Paul Webster support has been accomplished 

by raising $1,171.77 in 2010.  Our goal had 

been $1,048.00.   

Education Committee: Kathy reported that 

the annual Soup and Sub Super Bowl meal 

will be held on Super Bowl Suday.  The 

profit this year is pledged to Sunbeam Day-

care.  The Taco Supper will be held on 

March 23rd. 

Ig-Nite Committee: The next Ig-nite will be 

on February 23rd.  The event will be a Well-

ness Faire.  It will be a meal followed by 

Health Screening, Herbal Cooking, Acupun-

ture, Massage and topics on Spiritual and 

Mental well being. 

History Committee: This committee will 

meet Monday, January 24th.  They will be 

considering hanging the pictures of the Con-

firmation Classes. (See article on page 7.) 

The Ad Council Meeting was closed at 

8:30pm with the Lords Prayer. 

  

Respectfully  
Submitted by 
Robert A. Starr 

Worship Committee Report 
January 18, 2011 

Since the last Administrative Council meeting, the Wor-

ship Committee met on November 18 and January 6. 

Thank you to all who participated in the church’s Thanks-
giving and Advent activities, with special thanks to the 

youth and children for decorating/un-decorating the Sanc-
tuary, and to Jack Walker for providing the Christmas tree.  

For the Thanksgiving food drive, our two churches together 
collected 243 lbs. of food plus Village Market punch cards 

equivalent to three turkeys.  About 75 people attended the 
Community Carol sing, and many people drove by slowly 

to view the Living Nativity outside.  (We think attendance 
would have been higher if bad weather had not forced us 

to postpone the event by a week.)  We welcome any feed-
back about our Advent activities: Devotional, Carol Sing, 

Living Nativity, A-Frame display, Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, Blue Christmas, etc.; please feel free to tell us what 

you liked or didn't like, what we should keep doing and 

what we should do differently. 

The annual Circuit-wide Praise & Worship meeting will be 
on January 29, 1:00 p.m. at the Temple Theater.  We en-

By. Cavan Fang 

courage all to attend and praise God through song.   

Ethan will be on vacation two Sundays in February. On 

February 20 we will have a hymn sing, and on Feb 27 John 
Eumurian will be preaching.  For pastoral care while Ethan 

is away, please call Karen Bankes or Pat Knutson.  

Our organ repair technician has suggested replacing our 

console with a better quality console that will be easier to 
configure with the new stop rails and computer compo-

nents.  There will be no added cost to us, because the cost 
of the new console will be offset by a reduction in labor 

costs.  The new consoles color matches ours, and it is the 
same size to fit in the current space.  The Worship, Organ, 

and Finance committees approve this change.  Repair 

work is scheduled to begin May 2. 

Sharing personal testimonies or “Faith Stories” during wor-

ship is part of our Four-Year Plan.  We started doing them 
in September 2009, but fell away from them last summer.  
So, we are restarting the Faith Story tradition this month.  

We ask everyone to think about all the stories God has 
given you, and consider sharing one of those stories with 

your church family. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, February 10 at 6 p.m.  
We will be planning activities for Lent and Easter, and we 

welcome any suggestions. 



Circle at the church lounge, Lynn 

Whitney will be hostess.  Program is 

on ―Prayer & Self Denial‖. 

Feb.2nd—Chili Supper 3:30p-

6:30p 

Feb. 3rd—Lydia Circle @ Church 

1:30 pm hosted by Lynn Whitney 

We are in the process of getting our 

2011 Handbook printed. 

Remember our Chili Supper on Febru-

ary 2nd.  This is open to the public so 

bring your friends. 

We will be doing devotions at Vernon 

Manor on January 26th. 

February 3rd at 1:30pm will be Lydia 

Viroqua United Methodist Women 

Present: Kristen Parrot, Joanne Hornby, Linda Weilnau, 

Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Sonja Bjerkos, Janette Hanson 

Approve Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Reports:                                                                       
Sunday School: Classes are going fine.  The winter and 
spring curricula are being used.                                 
Youth: Julie & Melissa went Christmas shopping for a family 
in need.                                                                   
Daycare: The daycare was behind at the end of the year due 
to a 3-week pay period and a month that  was not full with 
children.  It is now full and will get back on track.  There 
will not be raises at this  time, but it will be reviewed again 
at the quarter.  Linda made a motion to give all proceeds 
from the Soup & Sub sales to the daycare.  Joanne seconded 

the motion.  Motion was passed.                        

Confirmation: No report. 

Old Business:                                                              
The Christmas program went well.  The fellowship after-
wards was very nice again, and it was great to have the 
chimes play.  Kristen mentioned that she was told there 
were plenty of cookies for that day, so next year we might 
want to look at bringing less cookies.  Janette thanked the 
committee for being able to order costumes this year.  She 

spent $65, but it was well worth it. 

Thanks to Chuck for taking family pictures again.  Janette 

will work on getting a display put up some time.  

Linda created a voucher to use for Education Committee 
purchases.  Janette will talk about some additions with Greg 

Cheever so Linda can make a final copy of it. 

Janette has talked to Amanda Clements about presenting a 
Bible to Sawyer for his baptism.  Once Sonja has a Bible, a 

date can be set. 

Kathy has tried to get some others to help in the nursery.  
The notes in the bulletin have been helpful to know who 
should be going down for nursery.  The older children will 

take turns being assistants. 

New Business:                                                        
Soup & Subs—Sonja is going to take the lead again for 
this fundraiser.  Linda will make a few changes on the cur-
rent order form and send it to Stephanie so they can be 
distributed in church on Sunday.  Sonja will check with 
Mary M-K to see if they want two kinds of soups this year.  
Orders will be taken in through January 30th.  Janette will 
talk to Kathy about having the daycare families help out in 
some way.  Sonja thought it is a good fundraiser to get 

new people involved. 

Fortney Meal—Our committee will plan to serve the Fort-
ney Meal on Sunday, February 20th.  We will meet at 3pm 
that day to help prepare.  Janette will let David Peterson 
know that we plan to serve on that day.  Linda will buy the 
ingredients for tater-tot dish and butter.  Chuck, Joanne, 
and Kathy will make 2 dozen cookies each.  Janette and 
Sonja will each make a jell-o salad, and Kristen will supply 

the bread. 

The Taco Supper will be on March 23 this year.  Plans for 
that and the Easter breakfast will be made at the next 

meeting. 

Other:                                                                 
The next Ig-Nite will be Wednesday, February 23 with a 

wellness theme. 

Chuck read a letter that Kate Mulvaney-Kemp wrote ex-
plaining her plans to participate in a service trip during 
her spring break this year.  Sonja made a motion to give 
Kate $150 towards her trip.  Janette seconded it.  Chuck 
abstained.  Motion passed.  Chuck will check with Kate to 
see if she would be willing to let us put her letter into the 
church newsletter so the congregation has a chance to see 

it. 

Sonja made a motion that we provide monetary donations 
from the youth fund to those youth who were active dur-
ing high school and continue on with service or mission 
trips ( as long as funds are available). Joanne seconded it.  

Chuck abstained.  Motion passed. 

Next Meeting: Sunday, February 20th– 3pm (During the 

Fortney Meal prep) 
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February 2, 2011 

Executive Meeting was held on January 5 

Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

January 10, 2011 



The VUMC Finance Committee will 
meet next on Thursday February 15, 
2011 at 6:00 PM, just prior to the ad-
ministrative council meeting.  Copies of 
all financial committee notes/forms can 
be requested from any committee 
member. 

Our ending balance in our checking 
account for December was $9,032.26. 
In addition to this we have a reserve of 
$1,010.83 in our money market savings 
account. Our December income was 
$17,520.76 and expenses were 
$13,849.50.  Our total income for 
2010 exceeded our expenses by 
$1,826.90. The Conference accepted 
the reworked apportionments amount 
assessed for 2010 ($17,076). When this 
is measured against our paid amount 
($12,715) it brought our giving up to 

74.46%. Even though we missed meet-
ing the total assessment this is our high-
est percentage paid in many years. Our 
2011 apportionment is $18,168. This 
increase of 6.4% is due to an overall 
church expense increase of 4.8% as well 
as adding 6 new members in 2009 (e.g. 
apportionment assessment is 2 years 
back). Capital improvements (new roof 
and foundation work for parsonage, 
organ repairs, etc.) to the church and 
parsonage are not counted as church 
expenses. 

Veryel Gerdl reports that our capital 
campaign for total pledges and receipts 
stands at $44,039.84. He also reported 
that our trustees and endowment funds 
earned 7.8% in 2010. 

We who have served on the finance 
committee during 2010 (Bob Starr, 

Fred Nelson, Veryel Gerdl, Cavan 
Fang, Greg Cheever, Kathy Hanson, 
Ovis Primmer, Jerry Schroeder, Pastor 
Larson and Betty Ross) would like to 
thank the congregation for its outpour-
ing and support over the past year 
which has allowed us to meet the finan-
cial needs of the church. Thank you all. 

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and lean not on your own 
    understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He 
    shall direct your paths. 
                                                                
                 - Proverbs 3:5,6 

God bless you all. 

Chuck Stelzner,                                          
Finance Chairperson 

Viroqua United Methodist Church Capital Campaign Report, 

January 3, 2011 

VUMC Finance Committee-January 11, 2011 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY—DECEMBER 2010 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Income $17,520.76 $4,061.75 

Monthly Expenses $13,849.50 $3,486.16 

Year-to-Date Income $211,110.64 $44,660.76 

Year-to-Date  Expenses $209,283.74 $48,629.29 

Beginning Balance (checkbook) $5,361.00  

Ending Balance (checkbook) $9,032.26 $1,728.64 

Liberty Pole shared expense $1,121.15  

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date $12,715.00 $2,700.00 

Missions and Special Gifts Paid to Date $9,498.90 $1,306.00 

Savings $1,010.83  

                                                                                     

Elevator Repair 

Parsonage Roof  

Organ             

Undesignated 

Pledged:                                              

$50.00                                            

220.00                                                

1,145.00                                         

4,480.00                                         

Total $5,895.00 

Paid Receipts:                                  

$250.00                                                  

80.00                                               

11,360.00                                       

26,454.84                                       

$38,144.84 Total Pledges and Receipts 

$44,039.84 



Sharing of personal testimonies or 

“Faith Stories” during worship is part 

of our Four-Year Plan.  So starting 

this January, the Viroqua congrega-

tion will be having Faith Stories in 

church once a month—generally on 

the fourth Sunday when the choir has 

the week off.   

The Faith Story is a 

chance for you to tell 

about a way that 

God has touched 

your life, or an ex-

perience that af-

fected you spiritually, 

or a memory about your life in the 

church, or a practice that helps you 

grow in faith, or whatever else about 

your spiritual journey that you fell 

called to share.  The Faith Story does 

not have to be a deep theological 

proclamation, nor a wrenching emo-

tional revelation, nor a heavy-duty 

spiritual biography—unless 

that is what God is telling you 

to say.  It could be something 

as simple as why you go to 

church, or what your favorite 

Bible passage means to you, 

or what your favorite Sunday 

School teacher or camp 

counselor said that you have never 

forgotten.  We want even those who 

are not hardcore Bible experts to feel 

comfortable sharing a story about 

their life in faith, or a thought on 

their relationship with God. 

We ask each of you to think about all 

the stories God has given you, and 

consider sharing one of those stories 

with your church family.  Even if you 

feel out of practice at talking about 

God, Pastor Ethan can help you put 

your Faith Story into words.  Please 

call Kathie Stelzner at 538-3760 if 

you have a story you might want to 

share. 

Care & Nurture Committee Report 

Tell me a story… 

Liberty Pole will serve refreshments 

after the Blue Christmas Service. 

Pastor Ethan has obtained a large 

wreath for the front of the Church. 

We discussed greeters at the door 

for the Christmas Eve Service and 

plans for the Shepherds run to 13 

places with goodies for people who 

have to work on Chritmas Eve.   

Pastor Ethan closed the meeting 

with prayer. 

We met December 14th at 1:00pm.  

David opened the meeting with a 

devotion. 

Present: Pastor Ethan, David Peter-

son, & Gloria Freilinger. 

We reviewed cards, mailbox, The 

Community Thanksgiving meal, 

and the visitor bags. 

Plans were finalized for the Fortney 

Hotel meal to be delivered on De-

cember 19th. 
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Care & Nurture Articles 

Respectfully Submitted 

By. Gloria Freilinger 

By. Cavan Fang 

Care & Nurture Committee Report 

The Care & Nurture Committee met 

January 11 at 1pm.  The meeting was 

opened with a devotion by David Peter-

son. 

Present: David Peterson, Gloria Freil-

inger, Joanne Hornby, John Eumurian, 

Harry Fox and Mary Fox. 

The mailbox was checked.  In review 

the reception to the shepherd’s run on 

Christmas Eve was good.  We’ll take 

down outdoor Christmas decora-

tions at the end of Jaunuary.  The 

December Fortney Hotel meal 

served about 40 people. 

Looking ahead:  We are planning a 

potluck sometime after Pastor 

Ethan returns from Israel—the time 

to be determined later. 

We’re hoping to have a Bluegrass 

Concert this spring or summer.  

David is working out details.  We 

are looking at the possibility of 

providing a few Christmas cards 

& stamps to give to the residents 

at Fortney Hotel next year for 

them to send out. 

January 2011 

February 2011 
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Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist 
Churches 
Post Office Box 127  
Viroqua, WI 54665 
 
PHONE: 608-637-3551 
FAX: 608-637-8193 
E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 10:15.A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– 9:00.A.M. (Adults)   9:30.A.M. (Children) 

THE CROSS & THE FLAME 

LIBERTY POLE & VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES  

 The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches 

for our congregation and friends. We welcome you with 
open hearts, open arms and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Email: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary 


