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Inside this issue: 

   There has been a 

lot of talk about 2012 
and that several his-

torical documents 
point to that year as 

the end of time.  As 
Christians we believe 

that time had a begin-
ning and that it will 

have an end.  We also 
believe that this life is 

not all that we will ex-
perience; that there 

will be a life after 
what we call death 

and what Jesus re-
ferred to as sleep 

when he was talking 
about Lazarus’ death 

just before Jesus went 
to the cross and ex-

perienced death for 
us. 

    There are, of 
course many other 

beliefs that we share 
as Christians. I would 

like to invite you to 
take the chance to 

study some of the ba-
sic beliefs of the Chris-

tian faith with me and 

other members of our 
congregations. 

    We will have 10 
Study Guides, one for 

each week/lesson so 
that you can be pre-

pared for that week’s 
class session.  If you 

miss a lesson or are not 
able to start until after 

the class has started 
you will be able to study 

on your own. 
   Starting Thursday 

May 5th and meeting 
every Thursday eve-

ning through July 7th, I 
will be leading a 10 

week study entitled 
“Foundations Bible 

Study.”  The 10 weeks 
will focus on  Eternity, 

Salvation, Who is God, 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus 

and 5 other topics.  
There will be copies of 

each weeks study 
available at the 

Church for people who 
would like to join in 

this short term study. 

     I hope that we will 
have an opportunity to 

study God’s Word to-
gether and lay a foun-

dation together for the 
work God wants to con-

tinue in and through 
the Viroqua and Liberty 

Pole United Methodist 
Churches. 

    Again, I am looking 
forward to these next 

10 weeks and the 
chance to spend time in 

God’s Word with you. 

How’s your                

“Foundation”? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

 

Rev. Ethan Larson 

 The Cross & The Flame 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 

Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist 

Churches for our congregation and friends.                                     
We welcome you with open hearts, open arms and 

open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 
221 S. Center Ave.  

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org  

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Email: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary  

Know what God Looks Like? 
A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children 
while they drew.  
She would occasionally walk around to see each child's artwork.  
As she came to one little girl who was working diligently, she 

asked what the drawing was. 
The girl replied, "I'm drawing God." 
The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God 
looks like." 

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing the girl 

replied,. . . .  

"They will in a minute." 

 

Acting Up In Church 

One Sunday in a Midwest City, a young child was "acting up" 
during the morning worship hour.  
The parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in 

the pew but were losing the battle. 
Finally, the father picked the little fellow up and walked sternly 
up the aisle on his way out. 
Just before reaching the safety of the foyer, the little one called 

loudly to the congregation, "Pray for me! Pray for me!" 

May Laugh Corner 

1. Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble, but 

it is a “steering wheel” that directs the right path throughout.  
2. So why a Car’s WINDSHIELD is so large & the Rear View Mirror is so 

small?  Because our PAST is not as important as our FUTURE.  So, 
Look Ahead and Move On. 

3. Friendship is like a BOOK.  It takes a few seconds to burn but it takes 
years to write. 

4. All things in life are temporary.  If going well, enjoy it, they will not 

last forever.  If going wrong, don’t worry, they can’t last long either.  
5. Often when we lost hope and think this is the end, GOD smiles from 

above and says, “Relax, sweetheart, it’s just a bend, not the end!”  
6. When GOD solves your problems, you have faith in HIS abilities, 

when GOD doesn’t solve your problems HE has faith in your abilities.  
7. When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them, and 

sometimes when you are safe and happy, remember that someone 

has prayed for you. 
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I’m sure many of you have come across blog after 
blog where folks are writing about their lives to 
the most intimate detail.  Well, Jeffrey Pugh got 
the idea of a blog.  What if the Devil wrote a blog?  
What would it say about what is going on in the 
world today?  That is exactly what Jeffrey Pugh 
does in this book.  

It is from the writing of what 
the devil might say.  It’s a great 
insight into the twisting’s of 
how evil is truly wrapped into 
our world today. 
“...most of all I grasped why 
God’s bread is sweeter than the 
devil’s chocolate” Leonard 
Sweet 

A high school football coach at a Christian school has 
problems and pressures all around him as he tries to 
put a winning team on the field. Further complicated 
are marital concerns with starting a family, as well as 
keeping his job, and this film sets up for a man turning 
to God in faith and seeing God move mountains for 
him. Although the real Christian life doesn't usually 
work like this film plays out, it's an inspirational story 
and good entertainment value.  

 

 

Books 

&  

Movies 

To 

Check 

Out: 

By. Stephanie 

Larson 



 
    Hindu extremists beat a pastor 
and evangelist unconscious in front 
of his sons earlier this month in 
Madhya Pradesh state. 
 
    Ramesh Devda, 30, from 
Dhadhniya, Meghnagar district, said 
he was attacked on April 4 at about 
11 a.m. after leading a prayer meet-
ing in Chikklia village. He said he was 
on his way to Bhajidongra, at the 
border of Madhya Pradesh and Guja-
rat states, by motorcycle with his 
two sons, 10-year-old Elias, and 8-
year-old Shimon, to lead another 
prayer meeting.  
 
    When he reached Raseda village, 
he said, suddenly three people on 
two motorcycles 
blocked his way 
and forced him to 
stop.  
 
    “Suddenly out 
of nowhere these 
three men ap-
peared in two motorcycles – they 
blocked me and tilted my motorcy-
cle,” Pastor Devda told Compass. 
“We fell down. They were carrying 
big bamboo sticks and clubs. They 
started beating me, and then they 
called and three more men came 
and started to attack me.” 
 
    He said he was thankful that his 
sons were spared from beating, 
though his older son sustained a leg 
injury in the course of the attack. 
 
    “They were angry at me and were 
threatening to kill me and were 
warning me not to come to their 
area again,” he said. “My sons were 
screaming at the top of their voices, 
and they were afraid. One of the 
men hit me on my forehead with a 
big bamboo stick, cracking my skull. 
The others were also beating me on 

my body, especially my back with bam-
boo sticks.” 
    A blow to the forehead temporarily 
blinded him, he said.  
 
    “My eyes were darkened, and I fell 
down, and they proceeded to beat me 
even more,” he said. “The men were 
also abusive in the foulest language 
that I had heard, and they were 
drunk.”  
 
    People passing by heard the two 
boys crying out and came to help, and 
the attackers fled, he said, leaving the 
unconscious pastor and his sons.  
 
    “I do not know who helped me, as I 

was unconscious,” Pastor 
Devda said. “But I came to 
know later that local 
Christians also came in 
and called the emergency 
helpline. As a result, an 
ambulance came, which 
then took me to the hos-
pital.”  

 
    He was taken to Anita Surgical Hos-
pital on Station Road in Dahod, Guja-
rat. There a physician identified only as 
Dr. Bharpoda told him that he had 
fractured his skull.  
 
    “I am being treated for my wounds 
now, but there is still a lot of pain,” 
Pastor Devda said.  
 
    A Christian for 15 years, Pastor 
Devda has been in Christian leadership 
for 11 years and now serves with the 
Christian Reformed Fellowship of India. 
He has two other children, Ashish and 
4-year-old Sakina, and his wife Lalita, 
28, is active with him in Christian ser-
vice. 
 
    Pastor Devda leads congregations in 
Chikklia, Bhajidongra and Dhadhniya 

villages. 
 
    “I have heard that I was attacked 
because the people of Chikklia did 
not like me conducting the Sunday 
service there,” he said. “The people 
who beat me up do belong to a 
Hindu fundamentalist outfit, and 
some believers in Chikklia know 
them. I can recognize them if I see 
them again.” 
 
    He said, however, that he does not 
want to file a First Information Re-
port (FIR) with police.  
 
    “There is no one supporting me or 
standing with me in my village or my 
mission, and I am myself fearful, as I 
have to continue to minister to these 
very people,” Pastor Devda said. “I 
know my attack was pre-planned, 
but I do not want to report it to the 
police.” 
 
    A Christian co-worker from Rajast-
han was also attacked about a 
month ago in equally brutal fashion, 
he said, but also refrained from filing 
an FIR because of fear of repercus-
sions.  
 
    Vijayesh Lal, secretary of the Evan-
gelical Fellowship of India’s Religious 
Liberty Commission, said the tribal 
belt that extends to the border areas 
of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Ra-
jasthan, has been a hot spot for anti-
Christian activity since the late 
1990s.  
 
    “Only recently a 65-year-old evan-
gelist was beaten and stripped by 
Hindu extremists,” he said. “It is a 
worrisome trend, and one that 
should be dealt with not only by the 
government but by the secular me-
dia and civil society in general.”  
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“He said he was 

thankful that his sons 

were spared from 

beating…” 

Hindu Extremists in India Beat Pastor Unconscious                                                
NEW DELHI, April 22 (CDN)  

~World News~ 

http://www.compassdirect.org/ 

 

Evangelist was traveling with sons from one village to another.  
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Resolve Through Sharing 
Sensitivity Seminar for Perinatal 

Loss 
MAY 18, 2011 
8AM~4:30PM 

$165 register online 
Vernon Memorial Healthcare 

Health Education 
 (608) 637-4298    www.vmh.org 

Make Time For A Healthier You: 
Women's Health                 

May 2– David McNamara, MD                                      
Lyme Disease                                            
May 9– Linda Larson, MS, RCEP                               
Mindful Movement Practices                                
May 16– Andrea Erickson RD CD                                         
How to Incorporate a Mediterranean 
Style of Eating                                                           
May 23– Andrea Erickson, RD                                               
Bring Back the Basics: Cooking for One 
or Two 

Like most women, you’re balancing a busy 
schedule.  But you should take the time to 
invest just half an hour to learning more 
about a health issue that is important to 
women like you.  This informative Women’s 
Health series is offered at 5:15 p.m. in the 
Avery R. Gundersen Center for Women, 4th 
floor, Gundersen Lutheran– Onalaska Clinic.                                                                   
More Info: call (608) 775-1818 

Mother’s Day Tea  

In celebration of all 
women who share a 
Mother’s love 
The greatest gift a mother 
can receive is the love of 
her children and time to-
gether.  The Mother’s Day 
Tea is the perfect way to 
share these gifts.  The event 
is $16 per person which in-
cludes lunch, presentation 
and gift. 

Saturday, May 7                             
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Cedar Creek Country Club 
2600 Cedar Creek Lane, 

Onalaska 
 

“Sharing Motherly Wisdom: 
with artist Eva Marie Restel 
Please register: (608) 775-3079 (or 

visit gundluth.org/events page) 

Gundersen Lutheran & Vernon Memorial Expos, Seminars & Series 

WILDFIRE! Youth Mission and Ministry Trip to Superior July 17th - 
22nd: The WILDFIRE! youth mission and ministry trip to Superior 
will take place July 17th - 22nd. Separate groups for junior and sen-
ior high youth will enjoy a great week of mission work, spiritual 
revival, and fun. There will be a variety of possible work sites as 
well as many fun recreational activities. Northern-Illinois Confer-
ence evangelist Reverend 
Rich Rubietta of Abound-
ing Ministries will lead 
worship events. Cost is 
$125 per person and cov-
ers all expenses for the 
week. A deposit of $50 
per person is due by June 
1st. For more information 
and to register, read the 
online brochure.  

Youth Concert Raises $8,000 to Free 16 Slaves: The fourth-annual Rock the Chains 
Battle of the Bands benefit at Brentwood United Methodist Church raised $8,000 for Inter-
national Justice Mission , a human rights agency that secures justice for victims of slavery 
and exploitation. According to IJM, it takes $500 to free a person from slavery, so the April 

9th event helped 16 people find freedom. The church's youth group organized the event 
and secured corporate sponsorships to cover costs. This allowed 100 percent of Rock the 
Chains' proceeds to go to International Justice Mission, the online newspaper Brentwood 
Home Page reports. "It's fun to see how God works and moves in different people toward 
a unified purpose and vision," said the Rev. Travis Garner, the church's director of student 
ministries.  

 

Recreational Activities 
 Welcome Cook-out 

 Bon-fire on shore of Lake Superior 

 Lake Superior Lighthouse 
 Touring MN’s “Canal Park” & Lift 

Bridge 

 Swimming at Amnicon Falls 
(rapids, water falls, cover wooden 
bridge!) 

 Touring Enger Look-Out Tower 

 Summer Camps 
 

Living Waters Bible Camp 

http://www.lwbc.org/ 

E8932 Reo Ave., Westby, WI 54667  
Phone: (608) 634-4373   
 

Pine Lake Camp & Retreat 

http://www.pinelakecamp.org/ 

W8301 County Road M, Westfield, WI 53964  

Phone: 1-800-648-9630 or 608-296-2720  

 

Lake Lucerne Camp & Retreat 

http://www.lakelucernecamp.com/ 

W6460 County Road YY, Neshkoro, WI 54960  

phone: 920-293-4488 toll-free: 877-LUCERNE 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/ENews/Wildfire-2011.pdf
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Sunday, May 1st 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
2:00pm Viroqua Community Bell Choir 
  Fellowship Afterwards 
 
Monday, May 2nd 
5:30pm Education Committee Meeting  
  (Potluck) 
7:00pm Men’s Group @ (V) 
 
Wednesday, May 4th 
9:30am VUMW Executive Committee Meeting 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, May 5th 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Friday, May 6th 
   VUMW @ Vernon Manor for  
  Mother’s Day 
 
Sunday, May 8th  Happy Mother’s Day 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, May 10th 
1:00pm Care & Nurture Committee Meeting 
6:30pm Trustees Meeting 
 
Wednesday, May 11th 
11:00am VUMW Salad Luncheon (until 1pm) 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, May 12th 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Sunday, May 15th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, May 16th 
1:00pm Missions Committee Meeting (V) 
 
Tuesday, May 17th 
6:00pm Finance Committee Meeting (V) 
7:00pm Ad. Council Meeting (V) 
 
Wednesday, May 18th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, May 19th 
6:00pm Joint Worship Committee Meeting @(V)
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Saturday, May 21st 
10:00am Pre-Conference Gathering                     
  @ Prairie Du Sac (until 2:30pm) 
 
Sunday, May 22nd 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, May 23rd 
5:30pm LPUMW– Esther Circle 
 
Tuesday, May 24th 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Wednesday, May 25th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, May 26th 
4:00pm Schmidtt Woodland Hills Meeting 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Sunday, May 29th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 

Calendar 

for                       

May 2011 
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May Themes 
Mothers and Babies 
Flowers 
Spring is Sprung 
Ducks 
Special Days 
May 30th - CLOSED Memorial 
Day 

Notes 
 Be sure to stop in at the Rum-

mage Sale - 208 E. Jefferson.  
You’ll find lots of interesting 
things!  It’s held on Thursday 
& Friday. April 28th & 29th. 

 Check out the Scholastic Book 
order forms!  Scholastic offers 
great prices - it’s a good way 

to get books for your children.  
The daycare also gets free items 
when you order. 
 Thanks to all who have re-
cently made donations to Sun-
beam Daycare! 
 

Why Do Children Misbehave 
By. Karen DeBord, Ph.D. 

Children usually misbehave for on of 
the four basic reasons: 
 Attention- When children be-

lieve they belong only when 
they are notices, they feel im-
portant when they are com-
manding total attention. 

 Power– When children believe 
they belong only when they are 
in control, they feel important 
when they are proving that no 
one can boss them around. 

 Revenge– When children believe 
they belong only by hurting 
others, they feel hurt them-
selves. 

 

 Inadequacy– When children be-
lieve they belong only when 
they convince others not to ex-
pect anything of them, they act 
helpless or unable. 

Understanding why children do what 
they do can help us know how to 
intercede. 
 
 

Keep saving those Milk- Moola 
bottle tops. They help! 

 
Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 

Donations: 
 Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit   

Juice Toys 
Construction Paper Games    

Trash Bags (13gal) 
Paper Towels Paper Plates 

 
FOR UPD ATES  PL EASE  C HECK  OUR 

WEB SIT E, 
WWW.V IROQUAUMC.ORG/

DAYCARE/INDEX.HTML 

Present:  Steve and Tamie Thompson, Odean Robson, 
Sandy and  Bill Marohl, Fred and Joyce Funk, Fae Zitzner 
and Pastor Ethan. 
Secretaries Report:  Read and Approved with amend-
ment to the parsonage roof.  The porch roof will not be 
roofed until the basement is completed.  The porch will 
have to be removed and reattached. 
Treasure's report:  None given.  Bill handed out a sum-
mary of the first quarter offerings.  According to our 
budget we are behind where we should be for the first 
quarter. 
     Pastor Ethan also noted that according to them Book 
of Discipline,  the Treasurer and Financial Secretary can-
not be the same person.  He will speak to Ramona and 
see what position she will keep.  The Administrative 
Board will then have to appoint someone for the other 
position.  We also need to make sure we have at least 
two people who are able to sign checks for the church. 
Old Business:  The chair lift has been ordered.  The price 

of the lift is $1925.  We are checking to see what me-
morial money may be available to pay for all or part of 
this.   We also need repairs to the well casing.  It was 
damaged during snow removal.  Brian will get 
an estimate for the repairs. 
New Business:  A new Sunday School schedule was 
discussed.  It was suggested the Sunday School be 
held during church.  The children would sit with their 
families until the children's sermon.  After that they 
would go down stairs for Sunday School.  We 
would need volunteers to help teach Sunday School 
so that the teachers would not miss the rest of the 
service every Sunday.  Four to five teachers would be 
great.  If interested in helping out let Deb Deaver or 
Tamie Thompson know.  We decided there were not 
enough Sundays left to try it this year.  We will try it in 
the fall and see how it works.  
     Steve asked what to do about our membership 
list with the members who are not cur-
rently active  either monetary or in person.  After dis-
cussion it was decided that the Membership Commit-
tee and the Treasurer would go over the list of mem-
bers and decide who might be put on the 1st year list 
for possible removal for the Charge Conference next 
year. 

LP Administrative                    
Board Minutes 

By. Steve Thompson April 5th, 2011 
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UMW schedule will resume on May 11th at 
5:30P.M. 

April:                                                                               
Esther Circle meets 4th Monday evening each 
month at 5:30 P.M.– May 23rd, 2011.                                
Bring your Geraniums to adorn our Sanctuary for 
Mother’s Day on May 8th, 2011.  They will be 
transplanted in the flower beds after the service 
on the lawns.                                                                       
Program: Special 

Serving hostesses for May are:     Ramona 
Thompson & Beverly Bankes 

Paying hostesses for May are:  Carrie Robson, 
Melissa Robson, Charity Smith 

Liberty Pole United Methodist Women 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

May 1: Cavan Fang & John Eumurian 

May 8: Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl 

May 15: Mulvaney-Kemps 

May 22: Layne & Janette Hanson 

May 29: Janet Welch & Betty Ross 

Greeters 

May 1: Annabel McGarry 

May 8: David Peterson 

May 15: Mulvaney-Kemp 

May 22: Chuck Stelzner 

May 29: Dan Casper 

Liturgist 

Sonja Bjerkos 

Nursery Attendants 

May 1: Heather Larson 

May 8: Jennifer Wade 

May 15: Mallory Hanson 

May 22: Angie Hanson 

May 29: Kathy Hanson 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

May 1 & 8: David Slack & Roger Thompson 

May 15 & 22: Steve & Tammie Thompson 

May 29: Youth 

Liturgist 
Sandy Marohl 

 

     We also need to designate Handicap parking spots out in 
front of the church.  Once the chair lift is installed , people 
will be able to use this entrance if they need assistance.  Pas-
tor Ethan will get signs and we will post them in appropriate 
areas.  Please use these only if you need them. 
     The offering for our Lenten Service Soup Supper will go 
towards our Apportionments. 
     Pastor Ethan Announced that Viroqua is planning an addi-
tional Contemporary Worship Service.  It is tentatively set for 
8:00 to 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  Liberty Pole  would be 
asked to move their service to 9:15AM.  This is still in the plan-
ning stages.  We will discuss and make a final decision at our 
June meeting if the service is approved. 
     The Joint Summer Picnic is Scheduled for July 24th at the 
Eckhart Park Shelter.  Mark your calendars.  The Discords will 
be putting on the service with a potluck following. 
     The Worship Committee will ask for volunteers for special 
music and how many times a month we would need it. 
       Motion made by Joyce, seconded by Fae to adjourn meet-
ing.  Closed with The Lord's Prayer. 

...Continued 

2011 Summer Mowing Schedule 

If you cannot do your scheduled week, please 

switch weeks with someone else. 

May 2nd-7th 
 9th-14th 
 16th-21st 
 23rd-28th 
 
June *30th-4th 
 6th-11th 
 13th-17th 
 20th-25th 
 
July *27th-2nd 
 4th-9th 
 11th-16th 
 18th-23rd 
 25th-30th 
 
Aug. 1st-6th 
 8th-13th 
 15th-20th 
 22nd-27th 
 
Sept. *29th-3rd 
 5th-10th 
 12th-17th 

2011 Summer Mowing Schedule 

Steve Thompson 
Gary Thompson 
Arden Zitzner 
Conrad Zitzner 
 
Brian Funk 
Wayne Robson 
Leland Diehl 
Lloyd Hardy 
 
Brian Gardner 
Bill Marohl 
Dennis Zitzner 
Kevin Robson 
Fred Funk 
 
Eric Deaver 
Jerrid Zitzner & Seth Volden 
Tom Zitzner 
Kent & Roget Thompson 
 
David Slack 
John Burckhardt 
Nick Thompson & Val Lind 



Present:  Kristen parrot, Joanne Hornby, Linda Weilnau, 
Sonja Bjerkos, Janette Hanson, Pastor Larson, Kathy 
Hanson.                                                                                                      
Approve Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and ap-
proved.                                                                     

Reports: 

Sunday School:  There will be no SS classes on Easter.  
Some of the younger class will be moving up to the 
other class next year.  Mallory and Kathy will talk about 
camp on Sunday, May 1.                                                                               
Youth: Julie and Melissa helped out tremendously dur-

ing the Taco Supper.                                                                      
Daycare:  The rummage sale will be on Thurs. and Fri., 
April 28 & 29.  The wall was fixed in the daycare room 
and shelves were added in the back storage room off 
the fellowship hall.  The daycare workers would like to 
paint their walls a different color and add some paint-
ings on the wall. We will check with the trustees.  The 
daycare is behind with the church at this point, but 
there has been a 2-month delay in a county payment.  
An $1800 payment should be coming within the next 
week.  Kathy made a motion to apply some of the duca-
tion budget money to help pay for the insurance pay-
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Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes 
April 4, 2011 

Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting April 19, 2011  

The meeting was called to order by Kathy 

Hanson at 7:12 pm.  Kathy read from the 

Upper Room, a story about a Fathers 

Love. 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Ethan 

Larson, Greg Cheever, Orvis Primmer, 

Cavan Fang, Charles Stelzner, Betty Ross 

and Robert Starr. 

**The Minutes of the March Meeting were 

approved by unanimous voice vote.  An 

error in spelling was corrected. 

Worship Committee: Cavan presented 

the report of the Committee and is being 

placed in the Newsletter. 

Mission Committee: The Committee met 

on April 18th and Pastor Ethan gave a 

report.  The committee had decided that 

they will not be holding an Ice Cream So-

cial as they have in the past,  They will be 

sponsoring a Pot Luck Dinner on June 

26th.  Pastor Ethan will report on his re-

cent Travel to the Holy Land.  A Free Will 
Offering will be used to support our Zam-

bia Missionary, Paul Webster. 

Care & Nurture: The Bluegrass and Gos-
pel Concert was very successful and the 

food was excellent.  Sponsoring the pro-

gram in our church gave considerable 

positive feedback for the UMC.  The Chili 

was excellent and a generous supply was 

nearly exhausted. 

Education Committee: This report was 

given by Kathy Hanson.  Her complete 

report is in the Newsletter We are re-

minded of the Rummage Sale the week 

after Easter.  This sale has been used to 

support the Sunbeam Daycare. 

UMW: Janet could not be at this meeting 

because of the “Return Of Winter”.  Her 

report will be in the Newsletter. (See Page 

11.) 

History Committee: No Report. 

SPRC Committee: No Report.  They 

meet quarterly. 

Trustee Committee: Orvis Primmer gave 

the report.  The basement Choir Room has 

been nicely repaired and there is added 

shelving.  Everyone was pleased with the 

repair.  Our sound system has need of care 

and someone who is familiar with our sys-

tem will be by and inspect it.  Orvis re-

ported that they will be tearing off the 

Parsonage Porch Roof tomorrow.  This is 

part of the basement repair to reduce the 

water that has long troubled the basement.  
An impermeable membrane will go 

around the outside of the basement wall 

and foundation. 

Glass windows will be placed over the 
South & West entry way.  This was better 

than replacing them with wood and with a 

comparable cost. 

The Committee was made aware that we 

do not have a wheel chair accessible 

Women’s Toilet.  They will look into a 

remedy. 

Wills/Memorials and Gifts: Veryel’s 

report was given at the Finance Committee 

Meeting and will be included in the News-

letter. (See Finance Committee Report on 

Page 10.) 

Finance Committee: Chuck gave the re-

port and a summary is in the Newsletter. 

(See page 10.) 

Kathy stated that the next IgNite program 

will be decided at the May Meeting. 

The next Ad. Council will be on May 

23rd. 

Marlene Swiggum has done an excellent 

job of caring for the Narthex Bulletin 

Board.  She is to be congratulated on her 

recent Easter Display.  She has elected to 

discontinue this work and we are looking 

for someone to “pick up the torch” and run 

with it. 

We will be having a new Church Direc-

tory.  Stephanie Larson and Cyndy Hub-

bard are willing to take on this project.  

Thank You Ladies. 

Respectfully  Submitted 
by Robert A. Starr 
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Worship Committee Report 
April 14th, 2011 

     The organ repair technician has sent some samples of 
fabric for the organ room screens, so we can choose the 
color.  Please talk to a member of the worship committee if 
you want to help recommend a color. 
     Between 40 and 50 people attended our joint Lenten 
evening worship service of Comfort and Remembrance on 
April 6.  The service was well received, and appreciated by 
those who came.  We hope that next winter's weather will 
allow us to hold this service during Advent, as originally 
intended. 
     For the Sundays of Lent, we presented the Scriptures in 
multiple ways such as skits and dramatic readings, because 
many people can receive their message more effectively 
through methods other than simply hearing them read 
aloud.  We thank all the actors who helped in these presen-

By. Cavan Fang 

tations. 
     We have finalized our plans for Holy Week, the most im-
portant week of the Christian year.  We hope everyone will 
attend the Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service, the Good 
Friday "Seven Last Words of Christ" service, and at least 
one of the Easter morning services.  Also, we hope to have 
a good turnout at the prayer vigil. 
     The worship committee will be cleaning the Sanctuary on 
Saturday April 23.  We welcome all the help we can get. 
 Also at that time we will have rehearsals for the Easter Sun-
rise skit and choir.  There is still space in the Easter Sunrise 
choir for anyone who wishes to sing. 
     Some upcoming dates:  Pentecost is June 12 this year. 
 The annual outdoor worship and picnic will be July 24, at 
the Eckhart Park large shelter, and the DisChords will be 
leading that service.  Also, Pastor Ethan might be taking 
vacation time from July 15-29; Ethan will keep us posted on 
his schedule. 
     Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 19 at 6 p.m.  

 

ment we ow the church.  Joanne seconded it.  Motion 
passed.                                                                                                         
Confirmation:  No report. 

Old Business: 

Taco Supper: $386 was made and will be split between 
the darcare and the youth fund.  The attendance seemed 
lower possibly due to the weather, but it was estimated 
that 80-95 people attended.  It was nice to have some 
extra help from the children this year, since we didn’t 
have any confirmation kids to help out.                                              
Baptism Bible: Janette has tried to contact the Clements 
about presenting a Bible to Sawyer.  She will have the 
Bible ready to present when they are at church some 
Sunday.                                                                                         
Vouchers: The voucher system is working out well.  Also, 
it was brought up that the charge conference book has 
different budget numbers than we had agreed upon be-
cause the categories got mixed around.  Kathy talked to 
the Finance Committee and the Ad. Council about this.  
They said that as long as the total amount was the same, 
we can rearrange the categories back to the way we 
thought they were.                                                                       
VBS: Janette reported on what Immanuel Church is plan-
ning to do for VBS.  Kathy talked to some Liberty Pole 
parents who would help out if we wanted to do our own 
program.  No one had an opinion if we should join with 
Immanuel or do our own VBS.  Janette said we would 
discuss it with Kathy and see what we should do from 
here.  After another discussion, Pastor said that he would 
like it if we could have our own VBS at our church.  Fur-
ther plans will be shared at the next meeting. 

New Business: 

Palm Sunday: The palms have been ordered for Palm 
Sunday.  Janette will find out what the plan is for the 
children that day.  The worship committee plans to con-
tinue the skits that day, which may include the children.                          
Easter Breakfast: Sonja is making the plans for Easter 
breakfast and we thank her for that.  Preparation will be 
on the Saturday before at 9 am for anyone who wants 
to help.  We served about 100 people last year, and we 
hope we have a good group this year.  The breakfast will 
be served whenever the sunrise service is over.                                 
Sundae Sunday: Will be on Sunday, May 15, the last day 
of SS.  Janette will buy the supplies, and Kristen will 
bring some homemade fudge.  We will also have a SS 
recognition during children’s moment on this day.  
Kathy and Janette may have the children share some of 
what they have learned during the year. 

Other: 

The graduates will be recognized on Sunday, May 22 
during church.  Pastor is in charge of picking out gifts for 
them.                                                                                                 
Kathy mentioned that we need to check on the McGuin-
nes scholarship.  Janette will talk to Jenny Schneider at 
the High School and check on the status of that.  Kathy, 
Joanne, Pastor and Janette will plan to get together and 
pick a recipient.  We also talked about finding the guide-
lines associated with the scholarship and making 
changes or additions to them. 

Next Meeting: Monday, May 2, 2011 @ 5:30pm (potluck) 

 

...Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes Continued 

By. Kathy Hanson 

By. Janette Hanson 



The VUMC Finance Committee 
will meet next on Tuesday May 17, 
2011 at 6:00 PM, just prior to the 
administrative council meeting.  
Copies of all financial committee 
minutes and forms can be re-
quested from any committee mem-
ber. 

Our ending balance in our check-
ing account for March was 
$2,265.67. In addition to this we 
have a reserve of $1,011.70 in our 
money market savings account. 
Our March income was 
$12,699.39 and expenses were 
$19,396.51.  Based on April pay-
ables we show a negative balance 
of $4,278.82, of which property 
maintenance is the biggest part of 

this figure. Part of this projection is 
due to delayed payments from Lib-
erty Pole, and late payments from 
the county for Day Care.  Please 
refer to the financial summary be-
low if you have any questions re-
garding these figures. We are still 
having some difficulty getting 
weekly sponsors for the church 
bulletins and radio broadcasts. 
Please consider sponsoring one or 
both of these in the future by sign-
ing up in the secretary’s office and 
leaving a check for the appropriate 
amount. 

Veryel Gerdl reports that our capi-
tal campaign for total pledges and 
receipts stands at $44,239.84. He 
also reported that our trustees and 
endowment funds earned 2.85% 

year to date. 

God bless you all and thank you all 
for your continuing support of the 
churches financial needs. 

I delight to do thy will, O 
Lord, for I know Thy will 
for me is supreme good 
in my present and in my 

future. 
                                          
                                          

 - Psalms 40:8 

God bless you all and thank you all 
for your continuing support of the 
churches financial needs. 

Chuck Stelzner                                         

VUMC Finance Committee-April 19th, 2011 
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By. Chuck Stelzner 

VIROQUA FINANCIAL SUMMARY—FEBRUARY 2011 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

Beginning Balance $8,963.04 

Deposits $12,699.39 

Disbursements $19,396.51 

Ending Balance $2,265.67 

Financial Highlights:  

Monthly Income $10,041.99 

YTD Income $34,119.93 

Monthly Expenses $13,454.98 

YTD Expenses $43,103.14 

LP Balance $4,117.61** 

Daycare Balance $3,379.07** 

NH/Retreat Balance $123.50** 

Apportionment Paid $4,970.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $4,078.00 

Savings Balance $1,011.70 

Cash Flow 

 



The meeting was opened at 1:00 p.m. with a devo-
tion by David. 

Those present were Pastor Ethan, David Peterson, 
Gloria Freilinger, Joanne Hornby, John Eumurian, 
Harry Fox and Mary Fox. 

David reported that he had gotten several good 
reports on the Saturday music program. 

The Blue Christmas service will be rescheduled a 
little earlier this year to allow for possible reschedul-
ing for bad weather. 

Plans were completed for the Fortney Hotel meal. 

Flowers were decided on for both Mother’s and 
Father’s day. 

The new picture directory is planned to be done the 
last part of August. 

The meeting was closed at 2:20 with a prayer by 
Pastor Ethan. 

Care & Nurture 
Committee Report 

Viroqua United Methodist Women 
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Respectfully Submitted: Gloria Freilinger 

LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY—FEBRUARY 2011 
 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Receipts $3,174.50 

Monthly Disbursements $2,192.14 

Year-to-Date Receipts $9,536.55 

Year-to-Date  Disbursements $13,202.64 

Balance on Hand (3-31-11) $341.14 

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date None 

Missions/Special Gifts None 

Conference Apportionments for the year  $9,072.00 

SALAD LUNCHEON  
SALAD LUNCHEON 
SALAD LUNCHEON 

 
The Viroqua United Methodist Women ‘s Salad 
Luncheon will be May 11th from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  ($5.00 per person) 

Dates in May 
 
May 4: 9:30AM Executive  
Committee  
 
May 6: Vernon Manor                        
 Mother’s Day Party 
 

By. Janet Welch Executive Meeting was held on April 6th 

Missions Committee Report 

The Mission meeting was held April 18 

at 1 p.m. 

Attending were Pastor Ethan, Shirley Hanson, Lorna Peterson, Janet 

Starr, Jean Knutson and Rick Schneiderman. 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Larson. 

Lorna reported that the Fortney Hotel meal was served Sunday eve, April 

17.  “Thank You” to the Care & Nurture Committee for assisting us with 

food for this mission. 

We will be collecting donation for the InGathering starting Sunday, May  

1. Health Kits 

2. School Bags with supplies 

3. Pennies for schoolbooks for East Angola Orphanage 

  

The Native American Ministries is Sunday, May 8. 

The meeting was closed with a prayer by Pastor Larson 

By. Janet Starr 
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