
like this it is easy to forget about why we are having 

all of the extra services and why we are having the 

meeting and doing all of the extra work. As easy as it 

may be to forget we need to remind ourselves each 

day that we are doing these things not to keep 

ourselves busy but to help us turn our eyes upon 

Jesus, who he is, what he has done and what it means 

for us as individuals and as Churches. 

All of the busyness is just a waste of time and energy 

if the message of God’s love, holiness and 

righteousness are just so many words or vacuous 

fabrications. The message of the cross, of Jesus death 

and resurrection are both the center piece of Lent and 

more especially Holy Week and the whole of the 

Christian faith. With out Jesus choices to step into 

time and space and to die upon the cross for our sins 

there would be no Christmas, no Lent or Holy Week, 

there would not be Christianity. 

The Old Testament is filled with hundreds of 

prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah; 

Jesus proved their truth by his birth, life and even his 

manner of death and resurrection. He came not only 

as the Jewish Messiah foretold by Hebrew Scriptures, 

he came as the Savior for the whole world. 

Penn Gillett of the Penn and Teller Magic/Comedy 

March 2013 PO Box  127, Viroqua , WI 54665 
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VIROQUA AND LIBERTY POLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

FROM THE PASTOR 

WHAT KIND OF A MONTH  

WILL MARCH BE? 
BY PASTOR ETHAN LARSON 

 

What kind of month are we going to 

have?  Will it come in like a lion and 

go out like a lamb or will it be a pleasant beginning to 

the month and an ending to the month that is filled 

with storms? 

The weather prognosticators may have some idea 

about what the next few days and weeks hold but 

even they can be surprised now and then. The one 

thing that I am sure of for the month of March is that 

it will be a bit on the busy side. Nearly the whole 

season of Lent is wrapped within March this year 

with Ash Wednesday having been on February 13 and 

Easter on March 31. 

While we are already into the season of Lent I don’t 

think it’s too late to make a few comments about it 

and remind you of some of the events that we have 

planned. There are of course our usual Sunday 

morning services to which we have added our 

Wednesday Lenten Bible study and Lenten Evening 

Worship Services. During the last 10 days of the 

season we will have a presentation on Jesus Christ in 

the Passover presented by a representative from the 

Jews for Jesus. Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy 

Week, will include our traditional parade of the Palms 

by both children and adults from the congregations. 

Maundy, or Holy, Thursday we will celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper with a Seder Meal in the Viroqua 

Church Fellowship Hall. Good Friday we will host 

the Annual Ecumenical Service and of course March 

31 we will celebrate Resurrection Sunday, Easter, 

with the Sunrise Services at 7:00 followed by 

Breakfast, Liberty Pole will celebrate Easter at their 

9:00 service and Viroqua at 10:30. 

There will also be the regular committee meetings 

during the month and other unexpected events will 

pop in on us as is usual every year. With a schedule 
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team posted a message on the internet a couple of 

years ago concerning having been approached by a 

Christian who wanted to share the Christian message 

of salvation with him following one of their shows. 

Penn has been open about his belief that there is no 

God. His comments concerning this man’s desire to 

share the message of the cross were very powerful. 

He did not become a Christian but shared that this 

man came up to him and thanked him for his show 

and was specific about what he enjoyed. He then 

asked if he could share the Gospel with Penn who 

listened to what the man had to say. Penn asked a 

question that was surprising; if you really believe 

what this man believes how much you must hate a 

person not to tell them about Jesus Christ. He saw 

that if the message was true it is the only way to 

avoid eternal separation from God, hell. 

Much of what we are doing throughout the season of 

Lent and in fact throughout the whole year is 

replaying and repeating the story of God’s love for 

humanity. The more we hear a story the better able 

we will be to tell that story to others that we care 

about. As the Paul wrote in II Corinthians 5:20, 

 “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 

as though God were making his appeal 

through us.”   

You don’t need a seminary degree; you don’t need 

to be a Biblical Scholar or an expert to tell people 

about Jesus Christ. You don’t need to be able to 

answer all of their questions, you just need to tell 

them what you know, what God has done for you. 

Care enough to tell the people what you love about 

Jesus Christ. 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
JANUARY 2013 

 

AS REPORTED BY GREG CHEEVER 

What Kind of a Month Will March Be? Continued from page 1 

Checking Account: 

 Jan. 2013 YTD 

Beginning Balance ….. $10,785.96 $10,785.96 

Deposits ……………… $10,055.30 $10,055.30 

Disbursements ………. $16,056.85 $16,056.85 

Ending Balance ……… $4,784.41 $4,784.41 

Savings $6,027.90 ….. $.92 $.92 

2013 Capital Coulee  

Lay Servants/Lay Speakers Gathering 

Upcoming date is set for May 4th  

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Stoughton United Methodist Church 

525 N Lincoln Ave 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Please register by contacting Sherry Malone at 

smalone@wisconsinumc.org or 608-837-0056  

Please RSVP by April 26, 2013 
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VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  
FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

 

The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. Kathy Hanson opened the meeting with a reading from the Upper Room. The minutes of 

the January meeting were approved. 

 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Ethan Larson, Chuck Stelzner, David Peterson, Greg Cheever, Cavan Fang, Orvis 

Primmer, Sonja Bjerkos and Janet Welch. 

 

Care & Nurture Committee: Chuck Stelzner gave the report. Please see minutes on page 5. 

 

Worship Committee: Cavan Fang gave the report. The Worship Committee met on January 17th. During all of Lent we 

are encouraging members and friends to engage in reflection as a spiritual discipline.  We hope each of us will take some 

time to stop and think about our relationship with God and what it means for our daily lives. 
 

There will be a "Stations of the Cross" IG-Nite event on March 20th, starting at 5:30 p.m.  Please contact Cavan if you 

have any menu suggestions for the meal.  We will be observing Maundy Thursday on March 28th by serving a 

simplified Seder meal, similar to (but almost certainly much shorter than) the Passover meal that Jesus ate with his 

disciples before his crucifixion.  The Maundy Thursday "Seder" will start at 6 p.m. and be followed by a prayer vigil in 

the chapel.  The schedule of other Lenten and Holy Week activities will be on the March newsletter calendar. 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 26. 

 

Trustees: Orvis Primmer gave the report. A new pulpit microphone has been purchased and has arrived. Repair work is 

being done at the parsonage. An updated fee schedule for use of the building by non-members is being developed. David 

Peterson gave information about what other churches are charging. Groups approved to use the facility include the 

American Guild of Organists on March 3rd, Head Start on March 22st, Blue Grass group on April 6, and the Bell Choir 

on April 21st. 

 

Missions Committee: David Peterson gave the report. Please see minutes on page 5. 

 

United Methodist Women: Janet Welch gave the report. Please see minutes on page 5. 

 

Education Committee: Kathy Hanson gave the report. Please see minutes on page 7. 

 

Finance Committee: Sonja Bjerkos gave the Wills & Memorials and Finance Committee reports. Please see minutes on 

page 6. 

 

Pastor showed a video from the new Bishop, Hee-Soo Jung. He has set a goal to visit all 470 churches in Wisconsin 

during 2013. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Kathy Hanson. 
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Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

 March 3 - Steve & Tamie Thompson 

 March 10 - Steve & Tamie Thompson  

 March 17 - Shana & Ashley Hardy 

 March 24 - Shana & Ashley Hardy 

 March 31 - Shana & Ashley Hardy 

Liturgist       

Tamie Thompson 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

 March 3  -  Tygve & Erma Overbo 

         March 10 - Orvis & Janice Primmer 

 March 17 - Jerry Schroeder/Ardith Olson 

 March  24 - Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp 

           (Palm Sunday) 

 March 28 - Rick Schneiderman & Jean Knutson 

           (Maundy Thursday) 

 March 29 - John Eumurian/Cavan Fang 

            (Good Friday) 

 March 31 - Aaron & Angie Hanson 

Greeters 

  March 3 - Annabel McGarry 

      March 10 - David Peterson 

         March 17 - Gloria Freilinger 

 March 24 - Dan Casper  

           (Palm Sunday) 

 March 28 - Minie Hirschfield  

           (Maundy Thursday) 

 March 29 - Janet Welch 

           (Good Friday) 

 March 31 - Joanne Hornby 

Liturgist   

Sonja Bjerkos 

  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Carole Funk - 3rd  

Shirley Hanson - 6th 

Vickie Dorn - 7th 

Avis Marino - 12th 

Julie Mulvaney - 12th 

Lorna Peterson - 13th 

Shirley Haakenson - 14th  

Lenae Jacobsen - 18th  

Tolla Lepke - 21st 

Valerie Lind - 24th 

Cheryl Zitzner - 24th 

Amanda Gardner - 24th 

Lowell Hubbard - 27th 

Jim Olson - 27th 

Adam Funk - 29th 

Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp - 12th 

Dan & Barb Casper - 21st 
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CARE AND NURTURE COMMITTEE 

Chuck called the meeting to order February 12th, 2013 at 

1:00 p.m. with a devotion defining the Lenten season which 

discussed the three main tenants of Giving, Praying and 

Fasting. Those present were Pastor Ethan and Chuck 

Stelzner. 

We reviewed all of the visitor logs over the past month 

with most of them being guests of members for baptisms. 

We also discussed follow-ups being conducted with past 

visitors who have not returned to church recently. One 

visitor who attended several Sundays has moved south over 

the winter. Another is currently visiting multiple churches 

in the Viroqua area and will make a decision on whether to 

return when she has completed her visits. Follow-ups are 

currently done via email or phone, where provided, or by 

cards being sent by Mary Fox. Most visitors only give their 

name on the pew attendance sheets. 

Roles and responsibilities of this committee were discussed 

and Pastor Ethan said there is no Methodist Book of 

Discipline definition as the committee is comprised of 

several roles from multiple committees. This will be 

discussed in more depth in a future meeting along with 

suggestions made by Cavan for visiting shut-ins to hand 

deliver devotionals, as well as interviewing recent new 

members on what influenced their choice. 

This committee will provide the meal for the Fortney Hotel 

on Sunday April 21st. A new calendar for all activities for 

2013 was distributed to committee members. The Potluck 

Dinner and Presentation of their African trip by Pastors 

Lavern and Ethan was enjoyed by all in spite of the 

inclement weather on January 27th. 

Our next meeting will be held on March 12th at 1:00 PM, 

chaired by Dave Peterson in Chuck’s absence. 

VIROQUA UMW 

The Executive Committee met at 12:30 p.m. on February 

7th. We will be serving coffee and cookies after the 

Ecumenical Service at our church on February 20th. We 

will also serve coffee and cookies after the Organ Recital 

on March 3th. 

We are planning to meet on Thursday, February 28th at 

9:00 a.m. to put together our 2013 Handbooks. 

We will take part on March 1st at Immanuel for the World 

Day of Prayer. 

Lydia Circle met at 1:30 p.m. on February 7th. We voted 

rather than have the May Salad Luncheon we would ask for 

monetary donations. More about this will be in the April 

newsletter. At our circle meeting Lynn led the program on 

“Prayer and Self Denial.” 

We thank Gloria Freilinger on taking the office of 

Treasurer. 

March Dates: 

March 1st  - 1:00 p.m. World Day of Prayer at        

             Immanuel Lutheran Church 

March 3rd - 2:00 p.m. Organ Recital 

            Viroqua UMC 

March 7th - 12:00 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting            

         1:30 p.m. Lydia Circle - Mary Fox, hostess 

March - Coffee & Cookies - Hospitality II 

REPORT RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY JANET WELCH 

VIROQUA MISSION COMMITTEE 

Our meeting was held February 18th at 1 p.m. 

Those present were Pastor Ethan, Janet Starr, Kathie 

Stelzner and Lorna Peterson. 

We received a “Thank You” letter from Living Faith 

Church regarding the canned goods we have collected. 

Also, I’ve taken some more of the canned goods to them 

today. 

 Thank you to our church members who have generously 

given donations toward the food pantry's.  

We also received a thank you note from Paul Webster. 

On Sunday, March 10th is One Great Hour of Sharing.  

We discussed In-Gathering projects. Pastor told us that the 

conference needed flood buckets. We will try to do at least 

one bucket with supplies. 

Our next meeting will be March 18 at 1:00 p.m.  

REPORT RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY LORNA PETERSON 

A Seder Meal is Hebrew a tradition marking the deliverance 

from slavery in the time of Moses. The food and readings 

are all symbolic of the drama of the night when they had to 

leave Egypt quickly. Jesus the Messiah celebrated the Seder 

Meal with his disciples on his last night. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

 

We met on February 19th with the following member present:  Sonja Bjerkos, Pastor Ethan, Orvis Primmer, Greg 

Cheever, Kathy Hanson, Veryel Gerdl, Tony Rubasch, Cavan Fang and David Peterson.   

Pastor Ethan opened the meeting with a short prayer.   

Minutes from the December meeting were reviewed and approved.   

Veryel presented the Memorials & Designated Funds and Foundation reports.  Net return for January was +2.58%, 

which is down from previous months.   

Kathy and Sonja requested permission to add an Education Committee member to the MYF account.   

Veryel said that Linda Weilnau has been added to the account.  She is no longer on the Education Committee so Kathy 

and Sonja will take care of getting Janette added as authorized signer on the account.  Greg gave the treasurer’s report 

and explained some changes he made to those reports.  He is now reporting unearned income (Head Start) and prepaid 

expenses (insurance, Workmen’s Comp, and a service contract) during the periods where the actual income or expense is 

realized.  There were a couple of categories that went over budget in January but these were minor and fully explained.   

Greg asked if he could accept an email in lieu of a signed voucher when paying bills.  The committee agreed that an 

email would be adequate as long as it contains the same requirements as a voucher.   

Kathy reported that the daycare, while officially closed, continues to receive monies due and we will not close the books 

until all funds are received.   

The Trustees have discussed raising fees for non-member use of the church building.  David Peterson reported on what 

other local churches are charging and members agreed that the Trustees new fee schedule is reasonable. 

Shrimp and Sugar Snap Peas 

Ingredients: 

1 (16 ounce) package uncooked linguini pasta 

2 tablespoons olive oil                      1 teaspoon chili oil 

1 1/2 pounds medium shrimp, peeled and deveined 

1 pound sugar snap pea pods            2 large cloves garlic, minced 

1 1/2 cups dry white wine                 1/4 cup reserved pasta water 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter             1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice 

1/3 cup chopped fresh basil 

Directions: 

Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add linguini pasta, 

and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al dente. Drain, reserving 1/4 cup 

liquid. 

Heat the olive oil and chili oil in a wok over medium-high heat. Mix in 

the shrimp, pea pods, and garlic. Cook and stir 2 minutes, until shrimp 

are almost opaque. Remove from heat, and set aside. 

Pour the wine into the wok, and bring to a boil. Cook until reduced by 

1/3. Return shrimp, peas, and garlic to the wok, and stir in the reserved 

pasta water. Continue to cook and stir until shrimp are opaque. Re-

move wok from heat, and mix in the butter, lemon juice, and basil. 

Toss with the cooked pasta to serve. 

THE RIVERLAND CHAPTER OF THE 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANIST 

will present a  

Lenten Organ Recital 

Sunday, March 3, 2:00 p.m. 

at the  

Viroqua United Methodist Church 

     The Pretzel  

Many think of pretzels as the perfect snack with 

beer. Or maybe you like pretzels because they 

are a fat-free snack. But the pretzel traditionally 

was Lenten fare. It was made only of flour, 

water and salt. It reminds us, today, that in 

times past Catholics fasted from milk, butter, 

eggs, cheese, cream and meat. The pretzel is 

shaped into the form of arms crossed in prayer. 

Serve them often during Lent and use them as a 

springboard for discussing prayer and fasting 

during this special season.  
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  †         Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2013 

 

Present:   Janette Hanson, Pastor Larson, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, and Mallory Hanson 

 

Opening:  Pastor opened with prayer, and a potluck was shared.   

  

Approve minutes:  Minutes were reviewed and approved. 

 

Reports: 

 Sunday School: Classes are going well.  Janette has a new 4-year-old girl joining her class. 

 Youth:  The youth are planning a lock-in for Friday, March 1st-2nd.  Kathy and Elizabeth Hanson are going to 

chaperone.  Each youth will be able to invite a friend to join them.  Some activities include devotion time, movie, t-shirt 

making, with other activities to be decided on. 

 Daycare:  The daycare did close on Friday, February 1st.  Kathy, Alissa, Heather, and Janette worked at cleaning 

out the rooms, but it will have to be finished on another day.  Items were put aside for the rummage sale. 

 Confirmation:  None 

 

Old business: 

 MacInnis Scholarship:  The checks were received from the foundation and sent to the recipients.  Pastor Larson 

should be receiving notice from the High School about choosing recipients for this year.  At that time, we will choose a 

small group to look at applicants. 

 Soup & Subs:  Soup and sub sales went well.  The amount taken in was $232.50.  Chuck made a motion to give 

the money to daycare to help with the outstanding balance owed to the church.  Mallory seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed. 

 Fortney Meal:  Janette and Joanne are making the 10 lbs. of bar-b-que, and Kathy is making cookies.  Chuck 

will purchase the other groceries needed.  One of us will heat up the bar-b-que Sunday afternoon and deliver the food. 

 

New business: 

 Taco Supper:  Fliers have gone out to the other churches about the Taco Supper.  Janette will ask Sonja about 

getting the meat donated.  Chuck, Janette, and Pastor will each make 10 lbs. of taco meat ahead of time.  Kathy will 

make her bundt cakes.  Janette, Mallory, and Kathy will shop for the groceries and supplies needed.  We will meet at 

5:00 or 5:30 p.m. on the Tuesday night before to prepare and decorate.  Janette will bring an orange cooler for the lemon-

ade. 

 Easter Breakfast:  Easter is on Sunday, March 31st.  We will make plans for the breakfast during the next few 

weeks.  We will state that breakfast will be served after the early service until 8:30 am.  

 

Other: 

 Kate Mulvaney-Kemp wrote a letter asking for donations for her mission trip to Los Angeles in March.  In the 

 past, we have given $150 for mission donations.  Janette will send out an e-mail to the rest of the committee to 

 ask if there are any objections to doing this. 

 

Next meeting:  Monday, April 22, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. (Potluck) 
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LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
JANUARY 2013 

 

Monthly Receipts $3,942.75 

Monthly Disbursements $4,421.33 

Year-to-Date Receipts $3,942.75 

Year-to-Date Disbursements $4,421.33 

Balance on Hand on 1/31/13 $2,813.39 

Conference Apportionments  

Pd. To Date ($8,220.00) 
0 

Mission (Paul Webster-$750.00) 0 

Mission (Uganda-$25.00) 0 

SEDER MEAL 

On Thursday, March 28, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. we will celebrate 

Maundy Thursday with a Seder Meal. This will be a re-

enactment of the Last Supper where Jesus instituted for His 

people a commemoration of His sacrificial death that would 

take place the next day. 

Since this celebration will include a meal we would appreciate 

those who plan on attending to let us know by March 24, Palm 

Sunday. There will be no cost for the evenings; we would just 

like to know how many people to prepare food for.  The meal 

will include traditional foods as well as presentations on the 

meanings and purposes of the various parts of the Seder Meal 

and how they relate to the message of Jesus Christ. 

We understand that there may be last minute changes in 

peoples schedules so if you are able to attend at the last minute 

when you did not make reservations please know that we want 

you to be there.  We will make some extra food for people 

who make a last minute choice to join us. 

Again we hope to see you and share a meal with us Thursday, 

March 28, 2013 at 6:00 pm. 

RESCHEDULED INVITATION  

 “AN EVENING WITH BISHOP JUNG” 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

Bishop Jung has asked all the laity of the Capital Coulee 

Region to gather with him for an evening of reflection and 

study. 

I ask you to set aside Tuesday, March 19, 2013 from 7:00 pm. 

to 8:30 p.m. to join Bishop Jung and me at Dodgeville UMC, 

327 N Iowa Street, Dodgeville 53533. 

Please RSVP to Sherry Malone, smalone@wisconsinumc.org 

or 608-837-0056 with the name of your church and number of 

people attending. RSVP by March 13, 2012. 

I look forward to spending time away with you and Bishop 

Jung as we gather together. 
 

Sam Royappa 
 

District Superintendent 
 

Capital Coulee Region 

HALLELUJAH MOMENT 

Three Couples Donate “Extra Chair” Money to 

Charity: As they prepared for their annual Valentine’s 

Day dinner and dance outing last year, three couples 

from Columbus UMC who met monthly to socialize 

started saving money to donate to charity by setting 

aside an amount for a “Third Ticket” or an “Extra 

Chair”. Through their “Extra Chair” plan, each couple 

placed the cost of an extra ticket to the show, play, or 

extra dinner in a jar they kept at home. If they went 

out to dinner and the cost was $20 apiece, each couple 

put another $20 in the jar. Even if they met spur of the 

moment, they still put money in their jars. Now at the 

end of the first year, their Extra Chair savings totaled 

just over $3000. They divided their gifts between their 

church’s apportionments, the local food pantry, a 

mission outreach to children in a nearby state, and a 

world hunger organization. Perhaps we can use their 

idea to start saving for our own Christmas miracles 
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L.P. ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

1-21-13 AND 2-5-13 

 
1-21-13 

A Special Meeting was held to discuss roofing options.  Presentation was given by Joel Jaeger of Decra Roofing. 

Present: Brian, Joyce, Bryce and Neil Funk, Brian and Eldon Gardner, Barb Robson, Pastor Ethan, Bill and Sandy 

Marohl and Tamie Thompson. 

Presentation from Joel included a slide show of various roofs on existing churches, viewing of actual samples and prices 

for the project.  The XD Shake style roof estimate was $28,764 and the price for the Decra Plus XD Shingle was 

$27,730.  Decra Roofing will take care of sending a sample of our shingles and filling out paperwork for reimbursement 

for the warrantee on our old shingles.  We should get a settlement from the existing shingle company.  They will also 

shingle the steeple providing they can rent equipment to reach the steeple. The existing bid does not include this. 

After some discussion of other roofing options Brian Funk made a motion, second by Barb Robson to go with the XD 

Shingle in the Natural Slate color.  Motion carried.  Joel will get back to us on a date for installing the roof. 

Meeting adjourned. 

  

2-5-13 

Present: Sandy and Bill Marohl, Pastor Ethan, Steve and Tamie Thompson. 

Meeting was held at Sandy and Bill's house.  Meeting was called to order by Sandy.  Pastor Ethan showed a short DVD 

presentation from our new Bishop Hee-Soo Jung.  Pastor Ethan then led us in prayer. 

  

Secretary's Report:  Read and approved. 

  

Treasurer's Report: Bill stated that he rebalanced accounts at Edward Jones and went over the last two months receipts 

and disbursements.  Report was read and approved. 

  

Old Business:   

No date has been set for the roofing project, but Bill sent a down payment for $13,865 on 2-4-13.  The total bill for the 

project is $27,730 plus $1737 or $2331 for rental of lift equipment.  These prices are dependent on whether the lift can 

be rented in Viroqua or from Lacrosse.   

Pastor Ethan and Laverne’s Mission Field Project trip is on hold indefinitely. 

  

New Business:   

Discussed the mouse problem in the basement.  Bill will check on an exterminator to take care of the mice and the box 

elder bugs. 

Discussed garbage removal.  Will check with Kevin the Housekeeper and have him let someone know when there is 

garbage to be removed. 

Discussed purchasing new pew Bibles.  The various translations available were discussed.  Pastor Ethan stated the most 

popular are the NIV and the ESV.  Will table this discussion until next meeting.  We will try to have members from the 

Worship and Memorial Committees in attendance. 

  

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.  Now let the heavens be joyful, 
 Let earth her song begin: 
 Let the round world keep triumph, 
 And all that is therein; 
 Invisible and visible, 
 Their notes let all things blend, 
 For Christ the Lord is risen 
 Our joy that hath no end. – John of Damascus  
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Easter Lilies Order Form 

Each plant costs $11.00.  You may take your plant home  

after the last Easter Sunday service at your church. 

   *** No later than Monday, March 11th *** 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

Church (circle one):               Viroqua  Liberty Pole      

  In order to help keep the churches finances separate we are asking that you  

  could please make your check payable to the church that you belong to and  

  leave your order form with the check. Thank you. 
 

#of plants ___________  Phone # ________________________ 

If you wish, you may give the plant in honor of or in memory of someone: 

In honor of __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

In memory of ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for helping to make our sanctuaries beautiful at Easter! 

This Lenten Season we have been encouraging you to reflect on what Christ did for you on the cross, and also 

how that affects your everyday living.  Please know we are praying for you as you take time for God during 

Lent. 
 

Later on we will be asking you to devote a half hour or hour during the Prayer Vigil from Maundy Thursday 

evening until Good Friday noon.   For those who have appreciated the calm and peace that come with having a 

quiet time with God each day, the prayer vigil would be naturally appealing.  However if you are not 

comfortable with the TV, Radio, & Computer off, and other distractions minimized so you can read, think, and 

listen for the Spirit of God to speak to you, the prayer vigil might hold an uncomfortable silence.  But 

regardless of how much time you take to pray each day, participating in the prayer vigil will be a valuable 

opportunity to invite stillness and reflection into your life 
 

Perhaps you appreciate the peace that comes with being quiet before God.  You are enjoying the devotional 

and reading your Bible a little each day.  The words come alive to you, and you are confident that God is 

hearing the thoughts you speak to Him.  You are building a new habit in your day that you look forward 

to!  You may not understand everything you read, but you continue the discipline.  We want to assure you not 

everyone understands the entire Bible, but we CAN be confident that it IS TRUE, and God will give us 

understanding in His timing.  To sound a familiar phrase, “May God’s Blessing be added to the reading of The 

Word”. 
 

The Worship Committee 

REFLECTIONS 
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WHAT DO YOU GIVE UP FOR LENT? 

Are you looking for something unconventional to offer up for Lent? We asked Life Teen missionaries and our 

friends on Facebook for cool stuff they’ve done in the past. This is what they shared: 

1. “This year I’m giving up shoes as often as possible. I’ll still wear shoes if I’m doing a work project or if I have 

to fly on a plane. But I’m going to avoid going to places that require shoes.” – Paul, a Life Teen Missionary 

2. “I’m addicted to caffeine so I gave up all drinks but water for Lent two years ago.” – Amanda 

3. “I’ve heard of people giving up their beds for Lent. They slept on the floor or the couch.” – Anna 

4. “One year for Lent I wrote a letter each day. I made a list of 40 people who have touched my life in one way or 

another. Each day of Lent, I wrote a person on the list a letter of thanks for how they touched my life and I 

prayed for that person on that day….it was a WONDERFUL experience!!!” – Patty 

5. “I tried improving on my spirit of giving.” – Peter 

6. “I didn’t do this, but last year two of my friends gave up warm water for their showers.” – Maria 

7. “I have given up makeup in the past, and this year I am giving up meat!” – Kimberly 

8. “I know a girl who said she only listened to Christian music during last year’s Lent. She said it was hard at first, 

but soon loved the depth and meaning behind many Christian songs.” – Molly 

9. “I didn’t do it for all of Lent, but for Holy Week last year I gave up my pillow. Honestly, at first it was fun, but 

it proved to be hard. But it made me realize how blessed I am to even have a bed.” – Sara, a Life Teen 

Missionary 
 

Go to lifeteen.com for more shared unconventional ways to give up for Lent. 

Stations of the Cross 

IG-Nite Lenten Service 

March 20, 2013 
 

Experience a reflective and meaningful evening as you "walk through" Jesus' last hours from his 

condemnation to the cross and the tomb. Throughout the walk, there will be scripture, reflective 

questions, and hands on response at each station to add meaning to the experience. The stations 

provide a powerful way to contemplate and enter into the mystery of Jesus’ gift of himself to us. 

Participants are given the option of moving throughout the church from station to station or 

experiencing the stations at a single location. A special children’s version of the program will be 

provided. 

A meal will be served. 

SINGERS NEEDED 

We are looking for singers for a volunteer choir to sing at our Easter Sunrise Service. We will be singing 
three songs, and need all four parts to make it sound good; so if you sing soprano, alto, tenor, or bass, we 
would like you to sing with us! 
 

Please contact Cavan Fang at 637-7697 or Priscilla Metz at cpmetz@afo.net or call 624-5357 if interested. 

Thank you! 
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DATE SENSITIVE 

THE  CROSS  & THE FLAME  
LIBERTY POLE & VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 8:00 A.M., Contemporary 

           10:30 A.M., Traditional 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-9:15 A.M. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
(See inside the newsletter for details.) 

 

An Evening with Bishop Jung 
Invitation, pg. 8  
 

Hallelujah Moment, pg. 8 
 

Reflections, pg. 10 
 

Seder Meal, pg. 8 
 

Stations of  the Cross IG-Nite 
Lenten Service, pg. 11 
 

The Pretzel, pg. 6 
 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.VIROQUAUMC.ORG 


