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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M.
Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M.

July 2018

Dear Friends,
On July 4, 1776, the thirteen colonies claimed their independence from England, an event which eventually led to the formation of
the United States. Each year on July 4th, also known as Independence Day, Americans celebrate this historic event. Independence
Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues,
carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family reunions,
and political speeches and ceremonies, in addition to various other
public and private events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of
the United States.
Today, the original copy of the Declaration is housed in the National Archives in Washington, D.C., and July 4 has been designated a national holiday
to commemorate the day the United States laid down its claim to be a free and
independent nation.
Speaking of freedom, Jesus came to set us free: Galatians 5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to the
yoke of slavery.” 2 Corinthians 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” John 8:36 “So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.”
Romans 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death.” Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom,
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another.” Romans 6:6-7 “We know that our old self
(cont’d. on pg. 4)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-10:45 A.M.
Wednesday Church School 3:30 p.m. @ V (see enclosed calendar for days)

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement
The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.
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Wednesday Church School Supports Missions
Giving to the Lord was an important part of our Wednesday Church School program this past
school year with the focus on missions. An offering was taken each week during the worship time
and a free will offering for the meal was also accepted. These offerings allowed the group to support 5 different missions:
Adopted a family at Christmas time and bought presents and a meal for all family members.

Ingathering........................................................................pg. 8

Gave to Divine Providence (Terrah Overbo Mendoza’s mission program).
“Sing all… Sing lustily and with good courage… Sing in time… Above all, sing spiritually. Have an eye
to God in every word you sing… So shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.”

Donated to the Good Samaritan Fund in our local church.
Donated to our church’s Paul Webster mission pledge.
Made an offering to our church’s general fund.

United Methodist Hymnal, “Directions for Singing” from John Wesley.

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-638-6351
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
www.ViroquaUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS

9 :00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday & Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Noon on Thursday & Friday
(Church door opens at 9:00 a.m.)

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants
Ushers
July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29 -

Holly Fanta/Cavan Fang
Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl
Dale & Jolene Gudgeon
Pat Matz & Betty Ross
Avis Marino & Lorna Peterson

Greeters
July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29 -

Annabel McGarry
David Peterson
Marlo Volden
Avis Marino
Shirley Gilman

Liturgist - Todd Overbo

S 6759 St. Hwy. 27
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-675-3630

STAFF

Jean W aldron, Pastor
Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614
Pastor’s Direct Line: 608-638-7627
Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com
Kristin Potochick, Secretary
Office Phone: 608-637-3551

4th OF JULY PRAYER
We lift up our hearts, O God, on this day of celebration in gratitude for the gift of being Americans.
We rejoice with all those who share in the great dream of freedom and dignity for
all.
With flags and feasting, with family and friends, we salute those who have sacrificed
that we might have the opportunity to bring to fulfillment our many God-given
gifts.
As we deny all prejudice a place in our hearts, may we also clearly declare our intention to work for the time when all people, regardless of race, religion or sex,
will be granted equal dignity and worth.
Come, O gracious God, who led your children Israel from slavery, keep us free
from all that might hold us in bondage.

LIBERTY POLE UMC
Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants

Liturgist July 1 - Renee Baker
July 8 - Renee Baker
July 15 - Annual Picnic
July 22 - Amy Hardy
July 29 - Renae Diehl
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Bless our country and join our simple celebration that we may praise you, our
Source of freedom, the One in whom we place our trust.

Ed Hays
A Pilgrim's Almanac:
Reflections for Each Day of the Year, p. 111
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Liberty Pole Administrative Board Meeting Minutes— June 5th
Present: Barb Robson, Sandy and Bill Marohl, Pastor Jean, Joyce Funk and
Tamie Thompson.
Sandy called meeting to order. Pastor Jean gave devotion from Psalm 103 verse 2 and led us
in prayer.
Secretary's Report: Correction was made on Conference dates, June 15th-18th. Otherwise
approved.
Treasurer's Report: Bill stated he has been trying to send Apportionments in on a monthly
basis, instead of waiting till the end of the year and paying it all at once. We are current on
them and Paul Webster Fund. Report approved.
Old Business: Discussed the work which has been completed at the church. It was decided
that the railing in the back of the church needs to be extended down the length of the new
sidewalk. The entrance also needs to be painted after the wall was patched. Will turn this
over to the UMW to pick paint color.
New Business: Lawn mowing has started. Cost per week is $45, so would like all families to
donate that amount to offset the cost. Pastor Jean will be at Conference and on vacation. Barb Robson and Charlie Groves will be doing pulpit supply. Communion will be moved
to July 8th.
The Joint Worship Service in the Park will be July 15th with the Discords providing music and
potluck to follow.
Next meeting will be at Barb and Wayne Robson's house on August 7th.
Meeting adjourned with praying the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Tamie Thompson

Thank you choir!
The Viroqua choir is now on Summer Vacation. So, we invite all musicians to provide special music for
the 10:30 a.m. worship service at VUMC during the Sundays of summer. If you would like to sign up
for a certain Sunday, please coordinate with the church secretary. There is a sign-up sheet in the
church office.
Make sure to thank a choir member for helping lead us musically in worship, and think about adding
your own voice to the choir when they come back in the fall.

July Scriptures & Hymns
July 1st, 6th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 135 UMH 851
Psalm 33:12 (sermon text)
Deuteronomy 10:17-21
Matthew 5:43-48
“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness”
Hymns:
697 My Country, Tis of Thee
617 I Come with Joy
696 America the Beautiful
701 When We All Get to Heaven (refrain)

July 8th, 7th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion at the Rail
Psalm 145 UMH 857
Zechariah 9:9-13
Romans 8:9-13
Matthew 11:25-30
“Are You Weary and Burdened?”
Hymns:
77 How Great Thou Art
314 In the Garden
512 Stand By Me
701 When We All Get to Heaven (refrain)

July 15th, Picnic at Eckhart Park
Outdoor Worship
July 22nd, 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 23
UMH 754
Jeremiah 23:1-16
Ephesians 2:13-18
Mark 6:30-34
“Rest for Awhile”
Hymns:
402 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian
528 Nearer My God to Thee
377 It is Well With My Soul
701 When We All Get to Heaven (refrain)

July 29th, 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 145 UMH 857
2 Kings 4:42-44
Ephesians 4:1-6
John 6:1-15
“More Than Loaves and Fish”
Hymns:
156 I Love to Tell the Story
127 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah
2282 I’ll Fly Away
701 When We All Get to Heaven (refrain)
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Pastor Jean’s letter (cont’d. from page 1)

was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing,
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been
set free from sin.”
1 Corinthians 10:13b “ God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” Romans 8:15 “For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’”
There are many sayings and poems written about Independence Day. Roger
Robicheau wrote, The Pride of Our Country:

Today as before, our brave do fight
For a land they love, a flag so right
The pride of our country, yes they are
The strength of our nation, best by far
Just as our brave from each war gone by
They march for us proudly, flag held high
From all over this land they come to serve
They’re taught by the best, this they deserve
When troops give their all, the world does see
Whether serving on land, in the air, or at sea
The pride from this country, march through war
With home drawn strength, held deep in their core
Our best are so awesome, their loved ones well know
May God guide their journey where they—for us - go
What these brave must have is support from their own
The love from their people, firm thankfulness shown
Our greatest achievement is that we’re still free
Please take time and ponder who caused this to be.
May we not take for granted the freedom that we have in the United States
of America and the freedom that we have in Jesus, our Savior!

Happy 4th of July,

Blessings,
Pastor Jean

THE CROSS and THE FLAME
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Viroqua UMC Trustees Committee Meeting Minutes—June 12th
Present: Aaron Hanson, Barb Casper, Pastor Jean, Pete Gilman, Dale Gudgeon, Greg Cheever,
David Peterson, Sandy Marohl
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jean
Bills & Communications

Items discussed—The following expenses: AC filters, microphone batteries, changing tables,
stamps, picture matting, elevator expense. All approved.

A bid for cement work needed for curb, sidewalk and driveway was received from Concrete
Concepts (Ferryville) for $5,643, to be done by the end of July. Aaron will check with Paul
Bjerkos to see if he is interested in making a second bid.

Vernon Communications sent a letter explaining back-up batteries for personal phones. No
need at this time.

A letter offering elevator inspection for a charge of $71.50. No need at this time. Notify secretary to alert Aaron if a follow-up call comes in.

UMW suggested carpet for south hall and front entrance to the sanctuary. Bid from Spaeth—
$5,200. A second bid is coming.

Still waiting for Spaeth to install carpet on outside steps. The weather was too cold in the fall.
Not getting a good response from Spaeth when we inquire. Pastor Jean will make a visit to
them.

We are checking with Church Mutual Insurance to see if there is any coverage to cover the elevator breakdown.

A large mirror will be hung off the Fellowship Hall.

A door opener is dripping oil onto the carpet. Barb made a motion to go to Nuzums for a replacement. Seconded by Dale. All approved.

A mop for the bathrooms was suggested. Decided not to consider at this time.

A new (more visible) elevator sign and bracket will be ordered (12” x 4” or 16”’ x 5”). Color of
blue with white suggested. Elevator may be done by July.

Janitor Job Description was discussed.

The chain link fence behind the building was discussed. Barb will check with her son, who may
need it. $250 suggested price.

The residence next door is sold. We will need to clarify the easement rights.

A new air conditioner is needed for the parsonage (downstairs). A motion was made by Dale to
buy one at Rockweilers. Seconded by Barb. Approved.

There is no VBS this summer. Summer Sunday School is every other Wednesday. Time 3:30
p.m.
Meeting adjourned. Next meeting will be Wednesday, July 18th at 6:30 p.m.
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Our Annual Outdoor Worship Service @ Eckhart Park—July 15th, 10:30 a.m.
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Happy Anniversary

Birthdays
With wishes for many more!

The Dischords will lead us in music
and praise at our annual outdoor worship service and picnic. We have reserved the large shelter. Both congregations will gather at 10:30 a.m. for an
oldtime camp meeting.
Bring a lawn chair for the service and
tableware and a dish to share for the
potluck picnic after the service.

Liberty Pole
Brian & Signe Mikkelson
Alan & Judy Christianson

July 4th
July 24th

Brian & Tammy Gardner

July 24th

Viroqua
Randal & Deanna Fortney
Jim and Kathy Porter

July 2nd
July 30th

Visitors are welcome to join us, we
would like to see you.
In case of bad weather we will move to
the Viroqua UMC.

Viroqua UMC Finance Committee Meeting Minutes—June 19th
Present: Pastor Jean, Kathy Hanson, Gregg Roberts, Cavan Fang, Aaron Hanson, Betty Ross,
Gregory Cheever, Jolene Gudgeon
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jean
Financial Secretary’s Report given by Gregg Roberts. Report accepted.

Treasurer’s report given by Gregory Cheever. Deposits $9,460.34, Disbursements $10,169.03
Report accepted.
We will celebrate on August 26th the new bathroom and elevator replacement.
Pastor Jean will check with Rick from Sun Prairie to ask if he would speak from the pulpit about
capital campaign organization.
Next meeting: Tuesday, July 17th.

Deaths
Orvin Gardner
June 13th
Evelyn Watson
June 13th
Odean Robson
June 15th
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whosoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

Thank You From UMCOR
INGATHERING—2018

A special thank you to everyone at Viroqua and Liberty Pole churches who contributed to the Ingathering Kits This year we were able to contribute three flood buckets, seven children’s kits,
seven men’s kits, 8 women’s kits, extra towels and tooth brushes. Lay delegates, Betty Ross,
Sandy Marohl and I happily delivered the kits to the State Conference at Middleton, Wisconsin on
Friday, June 15th.
Pastor Jean

We received a “Thank You” from UMCOR for our gift
of $159.50 which they received on May 25, 2018.
One hundred percent of our contribution will support
the missionary community in honor of Paul Lee Webster Advance #11965Z.

Liberty Pole
Ashley Thompson
Tatum Schumacher
Bradley Funk
Bryce Funk
Mason Neprud
Cody Zitzner
Lars Thompson
Arden Zitzner
Leif Thompson
Faith Gardner
Heather Slack
Zachary Weis
Wayne Robson
Seth Volden
Viroqua

July 2nd
July 4th
July 5th
July 8th
July 9th
July 16th
July 17th
July 18th
July 19th
July 21st
July 23rd
July 28th
July 29th
July 30th

Theodore Hanson
Corey Primmer
Dustin Stalsberg
Lana Dustin
Christopher Steele
Jessica Steiger
Mary Cheever
Kathy Hanson
Aubrey Steele
Brandon Hall
Marcy York
Randal Fortney
Kevin Haakenson
Kari Davidson
Mackenzie Stalsberg
Caleb Hendrickson
Carolyn Schroeder

July 2nd
July 2nd
July 3rd
July 4th
July 4th
July 6th
July 10th
July 10th
July 10th
July 14th
July 15th
July 15th
July 15th
July 25th
July 25th
July 31st
July 31st
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A Message from Bishop Jung—May 31, 2018
Opportunities: A Call to Pray and to Participate
There are things our Wisconsin Conference should be doing to strengthen the kingdom/kingdom
of God, but we are not. Currently, we lack the leadership or we lack the funds or we lack the time.
Will we be defined by what we can’t do, or will we be defined by what we can do? I believe God is
calling us to GREAT things, and I believe that Wisconsin United Methodists are ready to pull together to make these things happen. To this end, I would ask three things of every member of our
Conference:

Pray. Pray. Pray. Pray for our future, and for the power of God’s Holy Spirit to ignite a
Pentecost fire in the hearts, minds, and bodies of each and every one of us. Pray that we
will have the faith to move together through the difficulties of the present time (think of Paul
in Romans 8) to the glorious future God has in mind for us (a future with hope – Jeremiah
29:11). Pray that we will Launch Out! together – not simply to raise funds, but to do ministry
together with the power to transform the world!
Catch the vision – begin to dream and vision with us what we can do together that is impossible in our current reality. We can turn struggling congregations around and offer new life
and new possibility. We can reach new people with new opportunities for a relationship with
God in new (and sometimes undreamed of) places. We can live together (Matthew 25: 3146 – feeding the hungry, providing water to those who thirst, housing the homeless, clothing
the naked, visiting the sick and bringing comfort to the imprisoned). We can become champions of mercy and justice for the most vulnerable in our communities. We can become
salt, and light, and a city on a hill (Matthew 5:17-20) – a powerful witness to the truth of the
gospel.
Encourage your leadership – pray for every member of the Annual Conference, and encourage them to support Launch Out! in its totality. More than voting to support a campaign; encourage the clergy and laity leaders of our Annual Conference to DO it – to Launch Out! in
faith to discern the will of God and work together to build a strong and lasting future for the
ministry of the Wisconsin Conference.
Brothers and sisters, I pray every day for our future. I pray every day that we not only continue the
good and faithful work we already do, but that we go into the “deep waters” and do more than we
have ever done before. We have a world that is dying for a Savior. We have a Savior who has
died for the world. United, we can bring them together, and celebrate together God’s new day for
Wisconsin!
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the August newsletter is
July 23rd. Please provide your
submissions as early as possible. Thank you!
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Viroqua UMC Administrative Council Meeting - June 19th
Members Present: Pastor Jean Waldron, Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon,
Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Kristin Parrot, David Peterson, Greg Roberts, Betty Ross
The meeting was called to order following the Finance meeting.
Pastor Jean read a devotional by Max Lucado.
Betty Ross and Pastor Jean shared some highlights about the Annual Conference.

Trustees – We were updated about progress on the elevator. It should be done in July. Bids are
being sought for replacing concrete in the driveways, walkways to the street, and in front of the
elevator door. An air conditioner was purchased for the parsonage. The house directly to the east
of the church on Terhune Street has been sold, so we will have new neighbors there. Housekeeper duties have been updated and reviewed.
Missions Committee – 3 flood buckets and several hospitality kit items were sent from this
church to Annual Conference. The produce table has been set up for the summer, and folks are
encouraged to bring extra garden produce to share with others. Donations may be left when taking produce, and the money will be given to missions.

Pastor/Parish Committee – No meeting
Care & Nurture – Special recognitions were made on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Thanks to
Deb Kessler for providing cookies for Father’s Day. Sandy Skarda has volunteered to take over
the job of sending cards to members on special occasions. Many thanks to Mary Fox for doing
such a wonderful job in the past!
Worship Committee – We will not renew our license to copy music for next year as Liberty Pole
has purchased the Faith We Sing books and we won’t need to make copies. The Outdoor Worship
is July 15. The Dischords are providing the worship. A potluck dinner will follow. Gloria Frielinger
will be the head communion steward. She will organize and train them as needed. Folks are encouraged to sign up to provide special music for the summer.
Education – A swimming outing is scheduled for June 20 when the Church School kids will travel
to the Westby pool. Special activities will also be scheduled for August.
Betty Ross made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35. Greg Roberts seconded. Motion
passed. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting Tuesday, July 17 following the Finance Committee meeting at 6:00 pm.
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