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Dear Friends, 

 One of the major struggles in John Wesley’s early life was his relationship with God.  He wanted 

desperately to feel God’s love and forgiveness.  He worked hard at living faithfully, studying the Bi-

ble, worshipping, praying, preaching, and doing good to others in Jesus’ name.  On May 24, 1738, 

John Wesley began his day by reading in Mark 12, vs. 34, which states, “You are not far from the 

kingdom of God”.  This verse sent John into depression, because he felt he was a long way from 

God.   

 That evening, though, he had a profound experience and recorded it in his journal which states:  

“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Lu-

ther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  About a quarter before nine, while he was describing 

the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I 

felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had 

taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”  Journal, May 24, 

1738 

 On May 20, 2018, eleven youth were confirmed into Jesus Christ; six at Liberty Pole UMC and 

five at Viroqua UMC.  Each of the youth were required to sign a form from the United Methodist, 

Claim the Name, curriculum.  The form starts out with three questions:  Have you decided to allow 

Jesus to be the Lord and Savior of your life?  Have you recognized that Jesus died to take away 

your sin?  Do you trust in Christ alone for your salvation?  The confirmands are then given the op-

portunity to fill in the blanks of the form:  Jesus died to take away the sins of 

_______________________Jesus has given_______________eternal life.  I, ________________, 

confess Jesus as Lord and Savior of my life.  Date:_____________________. 

 As you read this short letter, have you given your life to Jesus Christ?  Do you have assurance 

of faith in Christ alone?  If Jesus is Lord and Savior of your life, what are you doing to continue that 

relationship and help it grow?    (cont’d. on pg. 3) 

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement 

The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the  fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-638-6351 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
9:00 A.M. - 1:00  p.m. Monday & Wednesday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

9:00 a.m. - Noon on Thursday & Friday 

(Church door opens at 9:00 a.m.) 
 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Jean Waldron, Pastor 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Pastor’s Direct Line:  608-638-7627 

Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com  

Kristin Potochick, Secretary 
Office Phone: 608-637-3551 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

 

   
Liturgist        
June 3   -  Barb Robson 
June 10 -  Barb Robson 
June 17 -  Renee Baker 
June 24 -  Renee Baker 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 
 

Ushers 
June 3   -  Aaron & Angie Hanson 
June 10 -  Cavan Fang & Jerry Schroeder 
June 17 - Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp  
June 24 -  Alice Sloane & Ardith Olson 
 
Greeters 
June 3   -  Annabel McGarry 
June 10 -  David Peterson 
June 17 -  Shirley Gilman 
June 24 -  Pat Matz 
 
Liturgist - Todd Overbo 
 

  John Wesley Quote   

 .   

 

 

“What religion do I preach?  The religion of love.  The law of kindness brought to 

light by the gospel.  What is this good for?  To make all who receive it enjoy God 

and themselves, to make them like God, lovers of all, contented in their lives.” 
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                      HAPPY FATHER’S DAY—Sunday, June 17th 

Father’s Day Prayer 

God our Father, in your wisdom and love  

you made all things.  

Bless these men,  

that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.  

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  

Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  

may honor them always  

with a spirit of profound respect.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Confirmation Class Graduation  

Congratulations to our newest members who were confirmed on Sunday, May 20th: 

These last two years with the confirmands have been great.  Camp Lucene was a lot of fun for all 
who participated.  Many of the youth would like to attend Camp this summer.  Collin, the Camp 
Director, stated that there are scholarships available at the State office.  Please let me know if your 
youth would like to attend camp. 

 

On Sunday, May 20th, all eleven confirmands were confirmed and are now full members of their 

local church.   

Liberty Pole UMC:   Serena Baker, Kaylee Baker, Abby Diehl, Ella Funk, Vanessa Lohr, and  

            Alan Matson 
Viroqua UMC:     Ansel Brenneman, Jayden Dustin, Kaleb Knight,  

         Matthew Ostrem, and Taylor Stalsberg 

         

I am very proud of these youth and pray God’s continued blessings up-

on them.  When you see these Confirmands, please express your care 

for them.  They said, “Yes” to Jesus.  May we help them along on their 

faith journey. 

                               In Christ, Pastor Jean 
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LEAPs News 

 Clown Crew Show 

Thanks to all who attended. Be sure to watch the “Promises Come Down” on video in the church 
foyer. 

Prayer Vigil 

Wow we had 17 people signed up to pray for the Graduates of 2018. That is the most we have 
had signed up for a Prayer Vigil so far. God truly does have a Custom Made Future for our Young 
People. 

Wednesday Church School  

We will be meeting a couple of times in June and few times in August on Wednesday afternoons 
to keep in touch with the kids. We understand that there are many things going on in the summer. 
We are not wanting to add any more, just an alternative. These days we will be doing outdoor ac-
tivities and just plain “getting to know you more stuff”. A calendar will be sent home with the kids 
soon.  

Easter Sun Rise Service 

I know it is late news but, wanted everyone know that on Easter morning there were 16 kids who 
participated in the Flag Drama choreographed by Mallory. Sandra sang for us. This was recorded 
and will also be playing on computer screen before church in the coming weeks.  

UPDATES ON PROJECTS AT VIROQUA and LIBERTY POLE UMC   

The new handicap bathrooms at Viroqua UMC are completed.  They are beautifully decorated and 
ready to use—please check them out.  The decorations were donated by Viroqua UMW, and David 
and Lorna Peterson volunteered to put them up. 
 
VUMC will be starting the replacement of the existing upper elevator starting May 23rd. The existing 
lift was inspected and we were told it was no longer safe to use. The part that was broken was no 
longer available from the manufacturer.   
 
As soon as the weather dries out, outdoor carpeting will be installed on the double cement steps 
leading to the sanctuary at VUMC. 
 
LP UMC has completed new sidewalks and cement work around the church. 

Women’s Fellowship —June 

Our June meeting is set for Tuesday, June 19th at 

6:00 p.m. in the Viroqua UMC Lounge.   

See you soon!   Elizabeth 
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your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4)  
  June Scriptures & Hymns 

June 3
rd

, 2
nd

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion by Intinction 
Psalm 139   UMH 854 
1 Samuel 3:1-20 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 “Christ Our Bread” 
 
Hymns 
64  Holy, Holy, Holy    

2264 Come to the Table    

508 Faith While Trees Are Still in Blossom   

462 Tis So Sweet (Refrain) 

 

June 10
th

, 3
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 130  UMH 848 
Genesis 3:9-15 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
 “Is It the Impossible Dream?” 
 
Hymns 

189 Fairest Lord Jesus 

378 Amazing Grace 

389 Freely, Freely 

June 17
th

, Father’s Day Sunday 
Psalm 20 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
Hymns 
384 Love Divine All Love’s Excelling 

138 The King of Love 

710 Faith of Our Fathers 

462 Tis So Sweet (Refrain) 

 

June 24
th

, 5
th

 Sunday of Pentecost 
Psalm 9:9-20  UMH 744 
1 Samuel 17:32-49 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 
 
Hymns 
514 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

369 Blessed Assurance 

530 Are Ye Able? 

462 Tis So Sweet (Refrain) 

 

Pastor Jean’s Letter (cont’d. from pg. 1) 

All the confirmands said, “Yes”, to Jesus and now have a new life in Christ.  The following Scripture 

sums up this new life:  Colossians 3:12-17:
 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
 
Bear with each other 

and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 
 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

 
Let the peace 

of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thank-

ful. 
 
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. 
 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 As the confirmands took vows on May 20
th
, so the congregation renewed their vows.  Together, as 

the body of Christ, may we all participate in the ministries of the Church by our/your prayers, our/your 

presence, our/your gifts, our/your service and our/your witness; doing it all in the name of the Lord Je-

sus, for He is truly the One we serve.  See you in Church….…Happy June!       Pastor Jean 
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting Minutes— May 15th—6:30 p.m. 

Attendance:  Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Aaron Hanson, Jolene Gudgeon, Janet Welch, Sonja 

Bjerkos, Cavan & Kristen Fang and Pastor Jean 

Chair, Kathy Hanson, was absent.   

Pastor Jean led the meeting.  Gregg R. graciously offered to take the minutes.  Pastor Jean read Scrip-

ture from Acts 2:1-7; 14-21 regarding Pentecost which is May 20th.  

Finance:  There are enough funds to pay for the new lift (elevator, upper section) in the financial        

account.  Bathroom expenses were $29,003.53. 

SPRC: No report at this time. 

Missions:  For In Gathering:  $182 along with hygiene kits, 1 flood bucket is complete.  Have enough         

money to make 1-2 more flood buckets.  May switch Golden Cross Sunday to August.  May 27 is Peace 

with Justice Sunday. 

Care & Nurture:  Confirmation gifts purchased.  Their cards and certificates are ready.  David Peterson    

will order their carnations boutonnieres.  A gift from the church for High School graduate has been pur-

chased.  May 27
th
 after church, ice cream will be served in bowls as people leave church. 

Trustees:  Met on May 8th and reviewed the elevator drawings and approved them.  We are getting          

electrical bids.  Elevator is on order.  New elevator will have more light, quieter, plexiglass doors, and a 

phone.  Men’s bathroom will also be a family bathroom.  The new handicap bathrooms are beautiful. 

Carpeting on outside steps will be installed as soon as the steps warm up a bit.  Custodian job duties 

were discussed.   

Education:  May 30th is a picnic at Eckhart Park.  We will meet at the church at 3:30 pm before going to        

the park.  Summer schedule hasn’t been set yet; will be set soon. 

Worship:  Haven’t met since last council meeting.  The VUMC choir is taking a break; however, anyone      

interested in singing or playing an instrument for special music during the summer is encouraged to do 

so.  July 15th is the “Annual Picnic at Eckhart Park”  10:30 am with the DisChords.   

UMW:   Met on May 10th at Lynn Whitney’s house.  Paid the $1,100.00 pledge.  The decorations in the 

bathrooms were paid by the UMW in the amount of $206.99.  Salad Luncheon donations total  $304.00, 

would like more monetary donations in lieu of the luncheon.  The youth that UMW has sponsored for 

years in graduating from High School. 

Next Meeting:  June 19th .  Finance 6 pm, followed by Council.   

Reminder: 
If you are admitted to a hospital and are in need of pastoral care, let the hospital know you are a member 
of the Viroqua United Methodist Church/Liberty Pole United Methodist Church.   
 
Please have a family member or Chaplain contact the church office or the pastor so you can receive pasto-
ral care during your hospitalization.    
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Today, May 14th, 2018 is historic.  On the 70th anniversary of Israel’s declaration of independ-
ence and rebirth as a modern nation, the United States officially opened its Embassy in Jerusa-
lem.  I have  been in Israel for the last week to participate in this landmark achievement. 
 
This historic moment would not have been made a reality if it were not for you and CUFI’s 4.1 
million members who spent more than a year fighting to support the US Embassy’s move to Je-
rusalem.  We faced fierce opposition from many corners, but with your help and prayers we 
overcame.  Today is the fruit of your labor.  It is our greatest honor to represent you today at the 
opening ceremony for the US Embassy in Jerusalem. 
 
As the invited guest of our friend Ambassador David Friedman, we are here with a US delega-
tion of 40 members of Congress, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, Ivanka Trump, Jason 
Greenblatt, and Jared Kushner.  Among such distinguished company, I am honored and hum-
bled to have been asked to give the official benediction over the new Embassy and affirm God’s 
blessing on Israel and America through this long-awaited recognition of Jerusalem as the eter-
nal capital of Israel. 
 
President Trump’s recorded message to recognize and bless the opening of the embassy gives 
today’s events heightened significance.  Last year he was the first sitting US President to ever 
visit the Western Wall.  Then he was the first US President to officially recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s rightful and legal capital.  Now he has made history again by declaring through video in 
the Holy City a powerful blessing upon Israel as America became the first nation to ever move 
its Embassy to Jerusalem. 
 
Thank you for your unrelenting support of Israel, and may God’s abundant blessings be your Reward. 
 
Pastor John Hagee 

The US Embassy is Now in Jerusalem—Letter from Pastor John Hagee,  

Founder and Chairman of Christians United for Israel, dated 5/14/18 

Thank you choir!  

The Viroqua choir is now on Summer Vacation.  So, we invite all musi-

cians to provide special music for the 10:30 a.m. worship service during 

the Sundays of summer.  If you would like to sign up for a certain Sunday, 

please coordinate with the church secretary.   

Make sure to thank a choir member for helping lead us musically in wor-

ship, and think about adding your own voice to the choir when they come 

back in the fall!    

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBh7fZnpfbAhUj64MKHbfyBOgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharefaith.com%2Fimage%2Fchurch-choir-clipart-in-black-and-white.html&psig=AOvVaw26d1RB-btLkBLAjKycpcRo&ust=1527007046
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Thursday, June 28th, Bethel Village Strawberry Social 

904 Wall Street, Cashton.  A delicious supper, strawberry shortcake 

dessert, musical entertainment, and a pie and plant auction!  Blood 

pressure checks by Scenic Bluffs.  Freewill offering.  They will also be 

collecting food pantry items for the Cashton Cupboard and Closet. 

HOW TO FACE FEAR: BIBLE VERSES TO INSPIRE COURAGE 

I Will Fear No Evil 
 
For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I 
will help you. (Isaiah 41:13) 

You Will See The Deliverance 
Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again." (Exodus 
14:13) 
 
Be Strong and Courageous 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your 
God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6) 
 
A Spirit of Power and Love 
For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of power and love and discipline. (2 Timothy 
1:7) (American Standard Version) 

Of Whom Shall I Be Afraid? 
The Lord is my light and my salvation--whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life
--of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1) 

The Angel Said To Her 
But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God." (Luke 
1:30) 
 
I Bring You Good News 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people." (Luke 2:10) 
 
We Say With Confidence 
So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can Man do to 
me?" (Hebrews 13:6) 
 
Peace I Leave With You 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27) 
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         Birthdays 

With wishes for many more! 
  

 Liberty Pole 
 

Dennis Zitzner     June 1st  

Kaylee Baker      June 2nd  

Alex Hornby      June 6th   

Lynn Zitzner      June 8th 

Andy Diehl      June 14th   

Zachary Zitzner     June 15th    

Barb Robson      June 17th  

Aroe Slack      June 26th 

Linda Stalsberg     June 29th  

  

Viroqua 
 

Elizabeth Roberts    June 6th 

Marlo Volden      June 13th  

Janet Starr      June 17th 

Henry Roberts      June 17th  

Jolene Gudgeon    June 19th    

Laura Bjerkos     June 22nd   

Michelle Primmer    June 22nd    

Jackie Maly      June 23rd   

Scott Starr       June 29th   

Irene Fortney      June 30th   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Liberty Pole 

Ryan & Carrie Brinkman            June 7th   

Billy & Tolla Lepke           June 16th   

Steve & Tamie Thompson        June 16th   

Darin & Teresa Gardner             June 27th   

Austin & Syneve Jones            June 27th   

 

 Viroqua 

Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp      June 20th   

Gerald & Carolyn Schroeder           June 22nd   

Thomas & Melissa Haakenson       June 25th   

  

Happy Anniversary 

Note:  If you change your address, phone 

number or e-mail addresses, please let us know 

so we can update our records.   

Thank You!  637-3551 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=strawberry+clip+art+free&view=detailv2&&id=33C0D694C233A3E0F38D4D566C485AE6E04ACA0C&selectedIndex=169&ccid=gpwmno2G&simid=608014692620764345&thid=OIP.M829c269e8d864ca1145de988d71447f2o0
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Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the July newsletter is  

June 22nd.  Please provide your  
submissions as early as possible.  Thank  you! 

Thank you! 

Viroqua UMC Trustees Committee Minutes—May 8th 

Present:  Aaron Hanson, Pete Gilman, David Peterson, Pastor Jean, Barb Casper, Dale Gudgeon,          
         Gregory Cheever 

Reviewed elevator drawings.  Approved. 

David will contact Strang for electrical work for the elevator. 

Housekeepers duties were reviewed.  Vacation time for housekeepers to run from January to De-
cember.  Jim will have 20 additional hours for 2018. 

Motion made and approved to purchase a dehumidifier and shop vac for the parsonage. 

Men’s handicap restroom will also be used as a family restroom.  Sign to follow. 

Next meeting scheduled for June 12th at 6:30 p.m. 

SPECIAL THANKS from UMCOR 

We received two thank you letters from UMCOR dated April 18th.  One of the letters was to thank 

us for our gift of $10.00 for Red Bird Mission (Kentucky) and for $160.00 UMCOR—where Most 

Needed (Global).   

The second letter was a thank you for the amount of $615.00 towards Mujila Falls Agriculture Cen-

ter, and $30.00 towards our missionary Paul Lee Webster in Zambia.  

 Viroqua Finance Committee Meeting Minutes —May 15th 

Present:  Pastor Jean, Aaron Hanson, Sonja Bjerkos, Greggory Cheever, Gregg Roberts,  Jolene 

Gudgeon 

Financial and Treasure report given. 

Total cost for bathrooms to date:  $29,003.53. 

The first payment of three has been made for the elevator replacement in the amount of $7,272.75. 

Pastor Jean to follow-up with secretary about the use of Constant Contact email service. 

Gregory to present “Hospitality and Outreach” section from the narrative budget on Father’s Day 

Sunday.    

Next meeting  set for June 19th at 6:00 p.m. 
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   Viroqua United Methodist Women—May 20th 

The Dischords will lead us in 

music and praise at our annual 

outdoor worship service and 

picnic.  We have reserved the 

large shelter.  Both congrega-

tions will gather at 10:30 a.m. 

for an oldtime camp meeting.   

 

Bring a lawn chair for the ser-

vice and tableware and a dish 

to share for the potluck picnic 

after the service. 

Visitors are welcome to join us, 

we would like to see you. 

In case of bad weather we will 

move to the Viroqua UMC. 

 Our Annual Outdoor Worship Service @ Eckhardt Park—July 15th, 10:30 a.m. 

Our UMW met Thursday, May 10th at Lynn Whitney’s home. 

Barb Casper, our  treasurer, reported she has paid our $1,100.00 pledge to the district treasur-

er.  We spent $206.99 at Hobby Lobby for wall decorations for the new bathrooms.  Barb has 

received $403.00 for Salad Luncheon donations. 

The summer schedule for Sunday morning cookies is as follows: 
 June 3rd - Ardith     July 1st   -  Barb 
 June 10th - Lorraine   July 8th   -  Lynn 
 June 17th - Joanne    July 15th  -  Picnic 
 June 24th - Betty     July 22nd -  Gloria 
            July 29th   -  Mary 
Summer Child Fund (now $32.00) 
 June  - Betty 
 July  - Joanne 
 August  - Lynn 
 
Our next meeting will be Sept. 6th, at 1:30 p.m., a week early because of the fair.   
 
If you have not given your donation for the Salad Luncheon, please do so by the end of May,  
although donations at any time are appreciated. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim4_Hby-DTAhUi4oMKHR-WCyYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchurch-picnic-images&psig=AFQjCNF-A7XKEQzc7Z8tYKo0MJ9uLaHPQw&ust=149434302597

