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Dear Friends,
Months ago, the worship committee asked the musical group,
the Dis Chords to play and lead worship at our annual picnic; they
were available and agreed. They have played at our annual picnic
before and we knew they would do a great job. I told Wayne Sherry that I would like to greet everyone and open with prayer, as well
as the prayer for the offering and grace for lunch.
I thought everything was a “go” when Barb Casper asked me if we had worship bulletins. “No, we usually don’t print bulletins for the picnic”, I told her. As I
headed to the microphone to greet everyone, Barb said she was going to do this. I
thought, that’s fine as it is nice to have others involved and we have worship leaders in church that open the service.

August 2018 EVENTS
August Calendar enclosed

Well, I sure received a surprise as Barb shared with those in attendance that
the worship service for today was in honor of “Pastor Jean’s” start of her 25th year
in ministry. Originally, I believe SPRC thought that I had finished 25 years, but that
was corrected. As of July 1, 2018, this starts my 25th year.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M.
Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M.
Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M.
Wednesday Church School 3:30 p.m. @ V (see
enclosed calendar for days)

The next thing I knew, part of the Viroqua Choir comes forward and starts to
sing a song to me with the Dis Chords in the background, which went: “This year
there is something great we are blessed to celebrate, it’s the anniversary of Jean
Waldron’s ministry. Twenty-four long years ago Pastor Jean did not say “No”. She
obeyed the Spirit’s call to be pastor for us all. Baptisms and funerals, rites and
weddings large and small, helping touch so many lives. Now she starts year twenty-five. Children are Jean’s special joy: little girls and little boys, tiny tots, and
worldly teens are all loved by Pastor Jean. Time now to congratulate Jean with ice
cream and a cake, Let us all with shouts and cheers wish her twenty four more
years! Refrain: It’s Jean’s anniversary, Jean’s anniversary, Jean’s anniversary,
Staff Parish tells me so.”
(continued on Page 6)
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VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING—July 17th
Members Present: Pastor Jean Waldron, Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Kristin Parrot, David Peterson, Gregg Roberts

July Annual Picnic..............................................,..........pg. 7

We were updated about progress on the elevator. It should be done in July. Bids are being sought for
replacing concrete in the driveways, walkways to the street, and in front of the elevator door. An air
conditioner was purchased for the parsonage. The house directly to the east of the church on Terhune
Street has been sold, so we will have new neighbors there. Housekeeper duties have been updated
and reviewed.

John Wesley Fact - Think Your Work is Hard?

Pastor Jean began the meeting with a reading from Psalms.

Pastor Jean’s Letter (cont’d.)......................................pg. 6
Viroqua and Liberty Pole UMC Mission Statement...pg. 6

REF: http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151350.John Wesley

“I want to know one thing, the way to heaven; how to land safe on that happy
shore. God Himself has condescended to teach the way; for this end He came
from heaven. He hath written it down in a book. Give me that book! At any
price give me the Book of God!”

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-638-6351
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
www.ViroquaUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS

9:00 a.m . - 1:00 p.m. Monday & W ednesday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Noon on Thursday & Friday

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants
Ushers
Aug. 5th
Aug. 12th
Aug. 19th
Aug. 26th

-

Gregory and Mary Cheever
Katie Elbert and Ardith Olson
Chuck and Mary Mulvaney-Kemp
Aaron and Angie Hanson

Greeters
Aug. 5th
Aug. 12th
Aug. 19th
Aug. 26th

-

Annabel McGarry
David Peterson
Janet Welch
Jerry Schroeder

Liturgist

- Joanne Hornby

LIBERTY POLE UMC
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-675-3630

STAFF

Jean W aldron, Pastor
Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614
Pastor’s Direct Line: 608-638-7627
Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com
Kristin Potochick, Secretary
Office Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org

Liberty Pole UMC

Liturgist

- Sandy Marohl

Ardith Hoff, a member of the Westby United Methodist Church, was our guest. She shared with us
some information about what that church is doing in their community and how to create a vision when
planning for the future. She gave us some good ideas.
Trustees – The Trustees shared good news, as several projects are nearing completion. The front steps
have been carpeted, the shaft is ready for the elevator, and a bid has been accepted for cement repair
in front of the building. Our insurance company, Church Mutual, will pay for the replacement of the
elevator.
Missions Committee – The table is set up in the narthex on which people can share garden produce.
Donations will go to missions.
Education – The committee met and is planning for the fall. Two swimming outings are planned for
August. A new confirmation class will begin this fall.
Next meeting Tuesday, August 21 following the Finance Committee meeting at 6:00 pm.

Choir Will Be Starting Practice, Wednesday, Sept. 5th
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Prayer Vigil @ VUMC
Friday, August 24th—9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
For Students and Teachers—Ready for the School Year
A sign up sheet will be posted outside the church office
“God will do nothing but in answer to prayer.”

John Wesley

THE FLAME and THE CROSS
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50 Years Together—Celebrating the Birthday of The United Methodist Church
The Wisconsin Conference Commission on Archives and History
is very pleased to announce that our Eight Annual Archives Heritage
Retreat will be held at Pine Lake Camp on Friday-Saturday, September 7-8, 2018. This year we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
union of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches
that formed The United Methodist Church. For more information,
contact the Archives at: 608-837-7328.

Liberty Pole Sunday School starts Sunday, Sept. 23rd.
Viroqua Wednesday Church School starts Sept. 5th.

School Starts Tuesday, Sept. 4th for Viroqua

Confirmation Class Starts, Sunday September 30th
Dear Youth and Parents,
Confirmation starts on Sunday, September 30th from 4:00-5:30 p.m. at Viroqua UMC. We will
be using Claim the Name, the Holy Bible, posters and Christian videos for Confirmation. Each
time we meet, one of the parents will sign up to bring a light snack for the class and assist as a
mentor. All youth who will be in sixth grade or higher are encouraged to attend Confirmation. I will
be working on a calendar soon. For any questions, please call Pastor Jean at 637-7614.

August Scriptures & Hymns
Aug. 5, Holy Communion @ the Rail
Psalm 51:1-17, rsp. 2 UMH 785
2 Samuel 18:5-15, 31-33
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51
“The Bread of Life”

Aug. 19, 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 111, rsp. 2 UMH 832
Isaiah 2:1-5
Ephesians 2:13-22
Matthew 7:24-27
“The Foundation is Christ”

Hymns:
145 Morning Has Broken
629 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
361 Rock of Ages
2123 Loving Spirit (vs 1)

Hymns:
140 Great is Thy Faithfulness
545 The Church’s One Foundation
397 I Need Thee Every Hour
2123 Loving Spirit (vs 1)

Aug. 12, 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 130 UMH 848
Proverbs 22:1-9, 22-23
James 2:1-17
Mark 7:24-37
“Crossing Barriers”

Aug. 26, 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 84
UMH 804
Esther 7:1-10
James 5:13-20
Exodus 3:14 (instead of Gospel)
“The Great I Am”

Hymns:
2117 Spirit of God
419 I Am Thine O Lord
451 Be Thou My Vision
2123 Loving Spirit (vs 1)

Hymns:
64 Holy, Holy, Holy
573 O Zion, Haste
580 Lead On, O King Eternal
2123 Loving Spirit (vs 1)

4

THE FLAME and THE CROSS

Viroqua UMC Trustees Committee Minutes—July 10th
Present:

Aaron Hanson, Pastor Jean, Pete Gilman, Dale Gudgeon, Barb Casper,
Sandy Marohl, David Peterson
Guests: Robert, Amanda Killeta and baby — Guests are our new neighbors at the house
next door. They would like advice and permission to add a fenced in area for their dog, and
check on the parking easement. All retired to the yard to understand the planned fence. After discussion, permission was given and an agreement signed.

Bills: Thurin Electric ($126.00) for kitchen work; Nuzum ($193.08) elevator lumber; Hilliard
($64.23) supplies; Rockweiler ($399.95) parsonage air conditioning.
Thanks to David Peterson working with Church Mutual, our insurance will pay the claim for
the elevator only (not for the required construction). The total amount for the elevator is
$28,496.00 less a $1,000.00 deductible for a total payment of $27,496.00.
A letter that was received regarding a boiler inspection was discarded. (not requested)





A new light is needed in the entry. Thurin Electric to be contacted.
The Library needs light bulbs.
Cement work bids:
Paul Bjerkos ($5,950.00) B&W
Concrete Concepts ($5,643.00)

A motion was made and seconded to accept B & W bids. Approved. Work should be done
by Fall.
Cindy Hubbard called about renting space once per week for music (orchestra) lessons led by
Monica Sutherland (Prairie Ridge School). More information is needed. Trustees will interview Monica and take to Council on August 17th for their input.

Elevator may be done in about 3 weeks.
Spaeth installed the outdoor carpet. Looks great. It was suggested that new hand rails and
possibly new sidewalk rails to match. Wrought iron was suggested. Will check with Weisons
Construction, LaCrescent, MN.
Will check out a hanger for the outdoor elevator sign.
Future “To Do”:
The dining hall needs updating: Ceiling tile, lighting and walls changed to brighten the room.
Trustees will look into this further and get bids by fall. Work could be done in cold weather.
Pastor reported a representative from the Conference will be coming to talk about Digital Tithing. All churches are encouraged to do tithing this way.
Meeting adjourned.
Next meeting August 14, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
SJS

THE FLAME and THE CROSS

9

CELEBRATING LIFE WITH SCRIPTURE
Psalm 16:11
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.
Psalm 100:1-5
A Psalm for giving thanks. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and
we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his
courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
Romans 8:31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
Zephaniah 3:17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
John 10:10
The thief comes only to seal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.
Ecclesiastes 3:13
Also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.
Lamentations 3:22-23
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.
Psalm 139:1-24
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know
when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my
lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD,
you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me...
John 6:55-59
“For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood
abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever
feeds on me, he also will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like
the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” Jesus said these
things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.

Isaiah 63:7
I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD
has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his
compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
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A DECLARATION OF INTERDEPENDENCE

Happy Anniversary

from Wisconsin Conference UMC News - July 5th, 2018

Liberty Pole

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine,
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s
growth in building itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:11-16)

Nicklas & Ashley Thompson
Lloyd & Amy Hardy
Andy & Renae Diehl
Chad & Melissa Vikemyr

August 7th
August 13th
August 22nd
August 26th

Viroqua
Greg & Mary Cheever
John & Heidi Garret

August 9th
August 29th

As the United States celebrates again Independence Day, our United Methodist denomination celebrates
its fiftieth anniversary. There are many parallels between the establishment of this country and the history
of our Church, but there is one significant and abiding difference. While the nation celebrates
“independence,” our Church celebrates interdependence.
Many theories of human development rest upon a three-stage process of maturing and growth. Initially,
human beings are completely dependent upon others for survival, nurture, learning, growth, comfort and
security. An infant is virtually helpless, and in many ways is powerless to care for itself. However, childhood and adolescence are periods of continuous testing, trying, and breaking free. Human beings strive to
move from dependence to independence – to move from complete reliance on others to a healthy and productive ability to provide for one’s self. This is normal, natural, and necessary. But it is incomplete and unsustainable in civilized society. There is yet one more stage of development that moves us from a selfcentered independence to a mature and inclusive interdependence. True strength, security, and survival is
not a solo effort, but truly we are stronger together than we are alone.
It has been said that diversity focuses on our differences, but that pluralism focuses on the value of our
differences. An independent worldview celebrates the uniqueness and difference of each individual, while
an interdependent worldview celebrates synergy – how each gift and contribution makes the whole greater
than the sum of the parts. Fully formed individuals make for a healthy and holistic community. This is a vision central to Jesus’ teaching and the gospel message. The body of Christ is a powerful image of radical
and fundamental interdependence. It is what we aspire to as the Church.
At its very best, The United Methodist Church is a uniting Church. God so loved the world that Jesus was
sent to save all people; not based on merit or worth, but on grace and unconditional love. We can continue
to simply focus on differences, but this will keep us locked into an immature pursuit to decide who belongs
and who doesn’t, who is good and who isn’t, who is right and who is wrong. These pursuits are a deception and evil. They distract us from our purpose, divert our energy and effort in wasteful ways, and communicate to the world that the Church is no better than any other social organization on earth. This is why
Paul encourages us to “grow up in every way into Christ.” Paul’s essential message to the Church in
Ephesus is this – grow up, mature. Our world needs our Church to grow up! It is time for us to declare our
interdependence, and show the world that we are better together than we are apart. Christ, who breaks
down dividing walls of hostility, is our Savior and our Lord. Our liturgical prayer to be made “One with
Christ, One with Each Other, and One in Ministry to all the World,” is our declaration of interdependence.
Think about it. What God joins together, let no one tear apart. We are one, a uniting and united Church,
living into the full maturity that can only come in covenant relationship with each other. The greatest gift
God gave is Jesus; the second greatest gift God gave us in one another.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Deaths
Liberty Pole
Leon Mellum
July 1, 2018
Viroqua
Robert Peterson
July 12th
“For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the September newsletter is
August 24th. Please provide your submissions
as
early as possible so that we produce the best
newsletter possible!

Birthdays
With wishes for many more!
Liberty Pole
Cade Mikkelson
Jeanne Fredrick
Mark Weis
Deb Deaver
Angela Diehl
Nicklas Thompson
Conrad Zitzner
Dexter Robson
Jim Cochiola
Tamie Thompson
Danny Zitzner
Tyden Lind
Kimberly Eick
Thomas Lohr
Stacy Matson
Spencer Robson
Viroqua

August 2nd
August 4th
August 4th
August 5th
August 6th
August 7th
August 10th
August 12th
August 13th
August 13th
August 13th
August 26th
August 27th
August 27th
August 30th
August 30th

Holly Fanta
Monica Fortney
Greyson Bjerkos
Daniel Stalsberg
Gloria Freilinger
Angie Hanson
Janice Primmer
Rick Schneiderman
Trevor Dach
Camilla Sands
Charles Turben
Amanda Clements
Christian Dach
Minie Hirschfield
Brent Welch

August 2nd
August 3rd
August 4th
August 4th
August 6th
August 7th
August 8th
August 8th
August 9th
August 14th
August 18th
August 19th
August 23rd
August 25th
August 27th
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Pastor Jean’s Letter (cont’d. from Page 1)

A special “Thank you” to Cavan Fang who wrote the words and the choir for
doing a wonderful job of singing the song. Music: William B. Bradbury.
I was so surprised and humbled by the whole event. Ministry is hard work and
can be a 24/7 type of work at times. When I was in Seminary, several times we, who
were studying to go into full time ministry, were warned to never get too proud or be
involved in ministry for our own glory; rather, we were to walk humbly with God and
serve with the expectation that we may never receive a thank you for our work unto
the Lord.
That has always resonated in my mind and heart. Jeremiah 9:23 states, “Thus
says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man
boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches”. I Corinthians 1:31 states,
“Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” Psalm 34:2 states, “My soul will make its
boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice.” Psalm 20:7 states, “Some
boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our
God.” Galatians 6:14 states, “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.”
My two favorite are, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord” and “But may it
never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” We, as believers, are
to boast in the Lord (only) and give thanks.
Thank you for the great picnic and recognition. Only God knows if I will be
able to engage in ministry for 24 more years! It is a blessing to humbly serve the
Lord in any capacity. The following is a special scripture just for you...
“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. ” 1 John 4:9-11

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement
The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out
Christ’s Great Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s Love
and forgiveness and to lovingly share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching
people throughout the world.
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July 15th Annual Picnic
Approximately 74 people attended this year’s annual
joint worship service and picnic at Eckhart Park. The Dis
Chords lead most of the service. Pastor Jean was recognized at the service for finishing twenty-four years in ministry with a special song sung by the Viroqua UMC Choir and
a sheet cake. As of July 1st, 2018, Pastor Jean starts her
25th year in ministry. A special “thank you” to all who attended, brought food to share and helped in any capacity.
God blessed the fun day with beautiful weather!

A List of Famous Methodists
James W. Kemp—minister known for writing about Dr. Seuss as he relates to Christianity
Charles Tindley—gospel music composer
Brian Courtney Wilson—American gospel and CCM singer
Ulysses S. Grant —18th President of the United States
Samuel Chadwick—The Way to Pentecost
Superman—also known as Clark Kent. Superman is the archetypal costumed super-hero.
The character was created by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, both of whom were Jewish. The
character of Superman, however, has always been depicted as having been raised with a solidly Protestant upbringing by his adoptive Midwestern parents—Jonathan and Martha Kent.
Clark Kent was raised as a Methodist. The Kents are Methodists, although Jonathan is not as
regular a churchgoer as is wife.
Samuel and Rose Sayer—Methodist missionaries played by Robert Morley and Katharine
Hepburn in John Huston’s film adaption of C. S. Forester’s novel, The African Queen.
Fanny Crosby—Blessed Assurance
William and Catherine Booth—Salvation Army
Leonard Sweet
Viroqua UMC’s
Mallory and Mitchell
Matthew and Ben and Landon
Grant and Graydon
Ansel and Fynn
Wynn and Gus and Henry and Ruby
Ashlyn and Riggins
Luke
Kyle and Kalia
Connor and Madison

