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November Calendar enclosed 

Beautiful Fall Display in the lower landing of the 

Viroqua United Methodist Church.   Many “Thank 

Yous” to Betty Ross for making this an annual 

tradition for all to enjoy. 

THE CROSS & THE FLAME 

P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI  54665 November 2018  

Viroqua 
& 

Liberty Pole 
 

United Methodist 
Churches 

Dear Friends, 

 Each Sunday in November celebrates a special event.  Nov. 4
th

 is All Saint’s 

Sunday with candles and Holy Communion.  The following are four quotes 

for this special Sunday:  “I am reminded of the biblical use of the term saint in the 

book of Acts. That it applies to each of us. All who are attempting to imitate the 

Christ in their lives merit the title of ‘saint.’ Some do it more fully than others and 

are willing to let go of more to get the job done.” – Matthew Fox  

  “All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just happen to 

have steeples. And all of the people in our lives are saints; it is just that some of 

them have day jobs and most will never have feast days named for them. 

           – Robert Benson  

  “Keep in mind that our community is not composed of those who are al-

ready saints, but of those who are trying to become saints. Therefore let us be ex-

tremely patient with each other’s faults and failures.” – Mother Teresa  

  Blessed are those who wash their robes, and made them white in the blood 

of the lamb so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the 

gates into the city.  Rev. 7:14, 22:14   

 Nov. 11
th

 is Veteran’s Day Sunday with a special guest speaker, Rick 

Churan, from the UM Foundation Office in Sun Prairie.  The following is a 

special prayer for healing for our Veterans: “Lord, You know how deep a warrior’s 

wounds go. You know the loss that many of our veterans in body and soul. You 

know the memories that haunt them and the scars that many of them continue to 

carry. Please bring healing to those veterans who still hurt. Please grant patience 

and wisdom to those around them who cannot understand but can sometimes 

help the healing process. Please apply both natural and supernatural medicine to 

their wounds.”   (continued on page 10) 



2  THE CROSS AND THE FLAME

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

November Scriptures and Hymns.......................... pg. 3 

Viroqua Trustees Committee Minutes....................pg. 4 

Community Bell ConcertñNov. 25th.....................pg. 4 

Upcoming EventsñNovember.................................pg. 4 

Anniversaries, Birthdays...........................................pg. 5 

Thank You from Todd Overbo................................pg. 5 

Poinsettias (form on back of calendar)....................pg. 5 

Newsletter Deadline.................................................pg. 5 

LP Administrative Board Meeting Minutes..............pg. 6 

Viroqua Finance Meeting Minutes ............ ..............pg. 6  

Thank you to Our Veterans.....................................pg. 7 

Viroqua Administrative Council Minutes................pg. 8  

Viroqua UMW Minutes.............................................pg. 9 

Liberty Pole UMW....................................................pg. 9   

Pastor Jeanõs Letter (continued from pg.1)............pg.10 

Prayer Vigil 

Confirmation Class News.......................................pg. 11 

Dessert First Campaign..........................................pg. 11 

Clown Crew Show..................................................pg. 11 

 

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-638-6351 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 A.M. - Noon Monday & Wednesday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Thursday & Friday 

(Church door opens at 9:00 a.m.)  

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Jean Waldron, Pastor 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Pastor’s Direct Line:  608-638-7627 

Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com  

Kristin Potochick, Secretary 
Office Phone: 608-637-3551 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 
    
Liturgists   
Nov. 4th -  Paul Adams 
Nov. 11th -  Deb Deaver 
Nov. 18th -  Paul Adams 
Nov. 25th -  Deb Deaver 
 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 
 

Ushers 
Nov. 4th -  Minie Hirschfield & Joanne Hornby 
Nov. 11th -  Katie Elbert & Janice Primmer 
Nov. 18th -  Gregory & Mary Cheever 
Nov. 25th -  Betty Ross & Alice Sloane 
  
 
Greeters 
Nov. 4th -  Annabel McGarry 
Nov. 11th -  David Peterson 
Nov. 18th -  Holly Fanta 
Nov. 25th -  Jolene Gudgeon 
 
  
Liturgist    -  Janet Welch 
 

  John Wesley Quote - Thanksgiving 

           REF:  http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151350.John Wesley 

“Thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer; it is almost essentially connected with it. One  

who always prays is ever giving praise, whether in ease or pain, both for prosperity and for the greatest 
adversity.” 
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     Confirmation Class News 

Clown Crew Show 

Clown Crew Show 
Saturday, November 17th  at 6:33 pm in the  
Sanctuary.  Come One….Come Two….Come Everybody….. 
 
Treats to follow.  
 
 
 

  Confirmation has been in full swing for one month now.  We meet designated Sunday after-

noons and discuss a wide variety of “church/church history” topics.  For October 28
th
, part of the 

discussion was around the Protestant Reformation that is celebrated on Oct. 31 (original year 

was 1517) when Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle.  Be-

cause of reformation, we have the Protestant church.  Please keep the following youth in your 

prayers:  Liberty Pole UMC Confirmation class includes:  Rachel Diehl, Ryan Kehr, Alexa Lind, 

Brenna Lohr, Otto Matson, Max Thew, and Olivia Thew.  Viroqua UMC Confirmation class in-

cludes:  Colton Dustin, Grant Hanson, Wynne Roberts, Kyle Schultz, and Benjamin Ostrem.  

Both classes meet together as one class.  Sincerely, Pastor Jean 

     

You can expect to receive your delivery on Saturday, November 3 or Wednesday, November 7. 
 

Celebration Sunday will be November 11. Bring your Commitment Card with you that day to pre-
sent it with the offering. Rick Churan from the United Methodist Sun Prairie office will deliver the 
message and a “Dessert First” potluck will follow. 
 

The most important part of this campaign is the prayerful thought you give to how God has 
blessed you and what you can return to him through the church. The commitment you make is be-
tween you and God. If sometime during the year, the amount you have pledged needs to change, 
that is also between you and God. 
 

Dessert First 

We are well into this campaign whereby everyone is asked to give prayer-

ful thought to their giving. Many folks have become involved by writing de-

votionals, speaking during worship service, helping to make and organize 

desserts and information packets, and helping to deliver the desserts and 

information to each home. 
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                                   Prayer Vigil  
  

 

Nov. 18
th

 is the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day.  The following are a 

couple of Thanksgiving blessings: Our Father in Heaven, we give thanks for 

the 

pleasure of gathering together for this occasion. We give thanks for this food 

prepared by loving hands. We give thanks for life, the freedom to enjoy it all 

and all other blessings. As we partake of this food, we pray for health and 

strength to carry on and try to live as You would have us. This we ask in the 

name of Christ, Our Heavenly Father. – Harry Jewell  

  "Dear God, Thank you for your amazing power and work in our lives, 

thank you for your goodness and for your blessings over us. Thank you for 

your great love and care. Thank you for your sacrifice so that we might have 

freedom and life. Forgive us for when we don't thank you enough, for who 

you are, for all that you do, for all that you've given. Help us to set our eyes 

and our hearts on you afresh. Renew our spirits, fill us with your peace and 

joy. We love you and we need you, this day and every day. We give you 

praise and thanks, for You alone are worthy! In Jesus' Name, Amen."  

Debbie McDaniel 

 Nov. 25
th
 is Christ the King Sunday.  The Festival of Christ the 

King is both the Last Sunday After Pentecost and the last Sunday of the 
Christian Year. It is not so much a climax in itself, however, as it is a transi-
tional Sunday leading directly to Advent, the Christmas cycle, and the new 
Christian Year. People are already thinking about Christmas, and the ob-
servance of Christ the King can help them prepare by stressing the continuity 
between the celebration of kingship, or sovereignty, of Christ and the expec-
tation of Christ’s coming again in sovereign glory which opens the Advent 
Season. We have more than a baby Jesus at Christmas; we have a sover-
eign Christ.  Throughout the month of November, look for the sovereign 
Christ; look for His hand upon all these special Sundays.                   
    Sincerely, Pastor Jean 

Pastor Jean’s Letter (cont’d. from page 1) 

Theme: Advent (Jesus the Savior is Coming)  

                          Friday, Nov. 30th 
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 November Scriptures and Hymns 

Nov. 4, All Saint’s Sunday 

Holy Communion @ the Rail 

Psalm 24, rsp. 1  UMH 755 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Rev. 21:1-6 

John 11:32-44 

  “Thanking God for All the Saints” 

Hymns: 

711 For All the Saints 
614 For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
528 Nearer My God to Thee 
2081 Thank You Jesus 
 

Nov. 11, Veteran’s Day Sunday 

Psalm 102  UMH 822 

Malachi 3:10; 16-18 

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 

Mark 6:42-44 

   “Special Guest from the UM Foundation,   

   Rich Churan” 

Hymns: 

2149 Living For Jesus 
2137 Would I Have Answered When You Called? 
102 Now Thank We All Our God  
2081 Thank You Jesus 
 

Nov. 18, 26th Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 113  UMH 834 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 

Colossians 1:1-14 

John 3:1-8 

  “The Marks of New Birth” 

  (Excerpts from John Wesley;  

   updated and shortened) 

Hymns: 

131 We Gather Together 
694 Come Ye Thankful People Come 
2036 Give Thanks 
2081 Thank You Jesus 
 

 

Nov. 25, Christ the King Sunday 

Psalm 93  UMH 813 

Rev. 1:1-8 

Luke 10:38-42 

Mark 1:1-5 

  “The Way to the Kingdom” 

Hymns: 

2173 Shine, Jesus, Shine 
327 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
2087 We Will Glorify the King of Kings 
2081 Thank You Jesus 
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  Community Bell Concert    

“Christmas in the Islands” 

  Sunday, November 25th 

2:00 p.m. at Viroqua UMC 

                    Everyone welcome.  

Viroqua Trustees Committee Meeting—  

Present:   Aaron Hanson, David Peterson, Pete Gilman, Dale Gudgeon, Pastor Jean,  
     Gregory Cheever, Barb Casper, Sandy Skarda 
 

The meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Jean. 

¶ Bills were discussed and approved. 

¶ Parsonage walk-through was held.  Findings include:  eve spout on garage needs attention, side 
walk is still settling—will check next spring.  The chimney should e inspected.  The chain link fence 
between the garage and parsonage has been cleared and a privacy panel may be needed (tabled to 
spring).  The possibility of purchasing a new parsonage was discussed. 

¶ An estimate for new railings for the outside carpeted entrance was received.  The design was not 
what we were looking for (tabled to spring). 

¶ The storeroom roof leak will be inspected by the Iowa Company. 

¶ The fluorescent light bulb over the piano in the choir loft needs replacement. 

¶ The back door needs and awning to keep ice away from the door.  The eves will be repaired to stop 
the leaks to see if this helps. 

¶ The door on the Ladies handicap bathroom needs adjustment. 

¶ The fireplace chimney may need to be capped off to prevent cold air. 

¶ A motion was made and approved to call Strang to check the chimney for the parsonage and 
church.  The pastor is to be notified as to the time. 

¶ The Richland Center Awning Company has not sent bids for the front entrance doors. 

¶ A possible motion light for the front entrance will be taken care of by Gregory and David. It is need-
ed for more visibility for locking up and safety at night.  

¶ Lighting for the carpeted entrance area will be investigated and installed.  A suggestion was rope 
lighting. 

¶ The elevator sign and bracket are here.  David wants direction as to its placement.  Looks great. 

¶ Pastor Jean read the updated Veterans list. 

¶ Kathy joined the meeting to inform us of a Stewardship Drive (Desserts First) that starts Sunday, 
November 14th.  Sign up sheets will be available. 

¶ Sandy mentioned the off color of the lower carpeted outdoor steps leasing to the Sanctuary, and 
feels we should not be charged for Spaeth’s error. 

¶ Interest earnings were received from the WI UM Foundation. 

¶ The 2019 Budget was reviewed.  The total Trustee Budget for 2019 is  $27,600.00. 

¶ Motion to adjourn was approved. 

¶ Next Meeting is Nov. 13th—6:00  p.m. 

SJS 
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Liberty Pole United Methodist Women Minutes—Oct. 10th 

Present:  Sandy Marohl, Lynn Zitzner, Tammie Thompson, Alice Diehl, Judy Erickson, Deb Deaver 

Opened meeting with the purpose. 

Secretary’s report:  Read and approved. 

Treasurer’s report:  Read and approved. 

Balance on hand:  $1,846.10. 

Officers will remain the same for next year. 

We received the member list and contents of the LP UMW booklet that Alice Diehl and Barb Roberts 
are updating. 

We will mention in church that the $20 substitute per family member for the annual chicken supper is 
due to the UMW. 

Also, anyone wanting to buy one or more wooden chairs should pay the church, and collect their 
chairs in the next  2-3 weeks. 

As we are meeting every two months, it was decided that members donate $5.00 to UMW and $1.00 
to the Sunshine Fund at each meeting. 

Viroqua United Methodist Women/Lydia Circle Meeting—Oct. 4th 

We met Oct. 4th in the church lounge at 1:30 p.m. with Ardith Olson as hostess. 

President Janet read devotions from Chicken “Soup for the Soul.” 

Treasurer Barb was absent, but the report was the same as September. 

Phyllis Kalnins has moved back from Texas and has agreed to serve as co-
President.  She also offered to host the November meeting at her new home on Nov. 1st at 1:00 p.m. 

Joanne will serve two dozen cookies at Vernon Manor for their Halloween Party on Wed., Oct. 31st. 

We will serve the Fortney Hotel Meeting on Sunday evening Oct. 21st.  Janet, Joanne and Phyllis will 
serve. 

Joanne, Janet and Lorraine plan to attend the Southwest District Day of Enrichment at Lodi on Nov. 
10th. 

Dates to Remember 

Oct. 21—Fortney Hotel Meeting 
Oct. 31—Joanne serves at Vernon Manor 
Nov. 1—Child Fund-Lorraine 
Nov. Child Fund—Lorraine 
Nov. Cookies & Coffee Hospitality III 
 
 



8  THE CROSS AND THE FLAME

  

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Layne Hanson,  
                     Kristen Parrott, Gregg Roberts, Betty Ross, Pastor Jean 
 
The meeting was called to order following the Finance meeting. 
 
The Finance Committee recommends withdrawing $18,759 from the Endowment Fund to pay the 
balance of the 2018 apportionments.  Motion by Gregory Cheever to accept the recommendation, 
seconded by Betty Ross.  Motion passed. 
 
Finance Committee also presented the proposed 2019 annual budget totaling $144,967.  Motion 
by Gregg Roberts to adopt the budget.  
seconded by Betty Ross.  Motion passed. 
 
Council reviewed and recommended corrections to several annual reports, including the Lay Lead-
ership report, Care Of Members report, Membership Audit, and Four-Year Vision Plan.  Final ver-
sions of these reports will be distributed at the Charge Conference. 
 
Jews For Jesus requests the use of our fellowship hall to present a program “Jesus In The Passo-
ver”, which reinterprets the Jewish Seder ritual in terms of Christian symbolism.  We would be re-
sponsible to provide the facility, all advertising, and a $100 fee.  Council recommends waiting until 
we find out how the program went the last time it was here.  [ed. note: as far as we can tell, they 
presented here only once before, on March 22, 2013, but we cannot find any records on how well 
that program was attended]. 
 
Laurel High School requests to rent some space for an event.  Referred to the Trustees. 
 
Monika Sutherland requests to rent the fellowship hall on Tuesday afternoons, to give music les-
sons.  She already rents the space on Wednesday evenings and Thursday afternoons.  Council 
has no concerns about this request.  Trustees already approves the request, so no motion is needed. 
 
Education Committee — there are twelve confirmands in the current class.  Eleven of them have 
been regularly attending, and Pastor Jean plans to speak with the other one. 
 
Missions Committee: — The Missions Committee served the Fortney Hotel meal in August.  Col-
lections for Flood Relief have totaled $297, which has been distributed to Bethel Butikk and the 
WCCU flood relief fund.  Thank you to all who have donated to the produce table and those who 
have purchased.  Paul Webster has been reappointed to a stateside position, and Missions Com-
mittee will soon decide whether to continue supporting Paul personally, or to continue supporting 
his project, Mujila Falls Agricultural Center.  Thank you to all who contributed to the World Com-
munion Sunday display in the narthex on October 7. 
  
Care & Nurture — Pastor will begin visiting Creamery Creek regularly. 
 
Worship Committee — All Saints Sunday will be observed on November 4.   
We don’t want to forget anyone, so please notify the office if you know of a member or friend who 
has died since the All Saints Day 2017.  We will host a Bell Choir Concert on November 25.  The 
next Worship Committee meeting will be November 1. 
 
Motion by Betty Ross to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Gregory Cheever.  Motion passed.  The 
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday, November 20th at 6:30, following the Finance Committee meeting at 6:00 pm. 

Viroqua UMC Administrative Council Minutes—Oct. 16TH 

THE CROSS AND THE FLAME   5

Happy  Birthday  

With wishes for many more!  

Liberty Pole  

Isabella Thompson   November 1st   

Melissa Vikemyr    November 1st   

Brent Deaver     November 11th   

Aaron Weiss     November 16th   

Naomi Fanta     November 17th   

Neil Funk      November  19th   

Signe Mikkelson    November 25th   

Abagail Diehl     November 27th   

Keegan Funk     November 27th   

Chandlor Volden    November 28th   

Hailey Thompson    November 29th   

 

Viroqua  

Wynne Roberts    November 6th 

Kelli Schulz      November 7th 

Lorraine Gerdl     November 12th   

Brandon Ulberg    November 13th  

Annabel McGarry    November 19th   

Janice Fortney    November 19th   

Benjamin Hanson   November 22nd   

Tom Haakenson    November 25th   

Pat Matz      November 30th   

 

 

 

  

 

Pete & Shirley Gilman     November 12th (V) 

Marc & Donna Polsean     November 14th (V) 

Brandon & Lisa Ulberg     November 14th (V) 

Happy Anniversary  

Note:  There is a Christmas 

Poinsettia Order form for 

2018 on the back of  

the November calendar.  The 

form will also be an insert in 

the Sunday Bulletins.   

 
Thank You All 

Who have donated or made or 
cooked food or snacks for our 
Wednesday afternoon kids. 
 
Todd Overbo 

Newsletter Deadline  
The deadline for the December newsletter is  

November  24th.  Please provide your submissions 
as early as possible so that we produce the best 

newsletter possible! 

Thank you! 

Sunday, Nov. 4th  All Saints Sunday  

Sunday, Nov. 11th Veterans Day Sunday—coffee and 

cake before church service; and potluck and cake after 

church with special guest, Rick Churan.   

Saturday, Nov. 17th  6:33 p.m. Clown Crew Show @ 

Viroqua UMC 

Thursday, Nov. 22nd   Thanksgiving Day—Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

Sunday, Nov. 25th 2:00 p.m.  Community Bell Concert 

@ VUMC    Theme:  “Christmas in the Islands” 

Friday, Nov. 30th Prayer Vigil—Theme:  Advent (Jesus the 

Upcoming Events—November 
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Present:  Wayne and Barb Robson, Bill and Sandy Marohl, Brian and Joyce Funk, Steve and Tamie Thomp-
son and Pastor Jean. 
  
Meeting was called to order by Sandy. 
  
Pastor Jean led with a devotion from Psalm 100. 
  
Secretary and Treasurer's Reports were read and approved. 
  
Old Business:   
Barb will check on cost of running an ad in the Broadcaster and Foxy Shopper about what our church has to 
offer to try to bring new members into the church. 
 

Discussed wooden chairs in basement.  People may still purchase any they would like for $25.  Motion was 
made to donate the remaining chairs and the extra metal chairs to flood victims through local churches. Motion 
carried. 
 
Will also check into removing a couple trees in back of church that are dying and moving the night light. 
 

New Business: 
Bill presented the 2019 budget.  The new Apportionment amount will be added into the budget when it is 
made available to Bill.  Budget approved. 
 

The remainder of the meeting consisted of filling out and finishing paperwork for Charge Conference. 
  
Meeting was adjourned with praying the Lord's Prayer.  Next meeting will be Tuesday, Dec. 4th. 
Respectfully submitted by Tamie Thompson. 

LP Administrative Board Meeting Minutes—Oct. 2nd 

Viroqua Finance Committee Meeting—  

Present:   Pastor Jean, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Cavan Fang, Betty Ross, Aaron Hanson 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jean 
Financial Secretary’s report given and approved 
  -Received annual check for earnings of funds on Trustee’s and Endowment funds. 
Treasurer’s Report given and approved 
 Check book balance  $15,582.16  
 Designated balance       8,736.18 
        $6,845.98 undesignated 
 
Motion made and seconded to move budget line item E106 (piano and organ tuning) to Trustee’s 
Account (L110).  Reason being the trustees have more funds and Trustees are responsible for 
maintenance of church assets. 
 
Reviewed and recommended budget submitted by each committee to Administrative Council for  
2019. 
Motion made and seconded to recommend Administrative Council approval to withdraw funds from 
the endowment fund to pay Viroqua UMC apportionments in full for 2018. 
 
Motion made and seconded to have a written procedure for collecting offering from the altar to the 
office safe. 
Next meeting:  Nov. 20th—6:00 p.m. 
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    With love and gratitude we thank you for your service.  We also want to remember 

all those who have served and are no longer with us and those who have made the ulti-

mate sacrifice.  

Bless Them Abundantly: A Veteranõs Day Prayer 
Dear Lord,  
 

Today we honor our veterans, worthy men and women who gave their best when they were called 

upon to serve and protect their country.   

 

We pray that you will bless them, Lord, for their unselfish service in the continual struggle to pre-

serve our freedoms, our safety, and our countryõs heritage, for all of us.   

 

Bless them abundantly for the hardships they faced, for the sacrifices they made, for their many differ-

ent contributions to Americaõs victories over tyranny and oppression.   

 
We respect them, we thank them, we honor them, we are proud of them, and we pray that you will 

watch over these special people and bless them with peace and happiness.   In Jesusõ name we Pray.   

Amen. 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 With Special Thanks to Our Men and Women in the Armed Forces  
On Veterans Day, Sunday, Nov. 11th and Every Day 

On Sunday, Nov. 11th, we will have coffee and cake before church and after the service.  We want 

to thank all who served our Country.  If you know a veteran, invite them to church Nov. 11th. 

The following members of our church family faithfully served their country as 

members of the Armed  Forces:  

Viroqua 
Harry Fox 
Veryel Gerdl 
Gregory Cheever 
Ellsworth Olson 
David Peterson 
Rick Schneiderman 
Gerald Schroeder 
Daniel Stalsberg 
Charles Turben 
Marlo Volden 

Liberty Pole 
Renee Baker 
John Burckhardt 
Alan Christianson 
James Cocchiola 
Nancy Cocchiola 
Leland Diehl 
Eldon Gardner 
Chase Hornby 
Sandra Marohl 
William Marohl 
Ronald Slack 
Richard Solverson 
Brad Thew 


